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INTRODUCTION. 


N the firſt part of this work, it has been eſtabliſhed , Upon the 


cleareſt conviction, that the intention of our enemy, the 


French, in their mode of encountering our fleets, has con- 
ſtantly been to diſable the rigging, and, if poſlible, to avoid 
the bringing their ſhips to a cloſe engagement. It has been 
ſhown, no leſs clearly, that an Admiral, commanding an 
opponent fleet, and being in purſuit any where from the 
windward quarter, may have it in his power to bring the ene- 


my either to give him battle on equal terms, and in a cloſe en- 
gagement, or otherwiſe to force him to abandon a num 


ber of his ſhips, let him be as ſhy, as artful, and cautious as he 


will. In this ſecond part, after the ſame manner, we ſhall ' 


endeavour to demonſtrate, the practicability of forcing alſo 


an attack upon ſuch an enemy, and with equal ſucceſs, from 
the lee ward quarter. And, as in the firſt part, it has been 
proved, that the fleet to windward, by making the attack, will, 


* 


2 * 
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py this, have attained a ſuperiority over the fleet endeavouring to 
avoid the attack; ſo there can be little doubt, it will be found, 
that a fleet, by making the attack from the leeward, muſt alſo 
attain an advantage over an enemy, ings 1s deſirous of eee 
the attack by — off to windward *. ob 


NAVAL 


— 


* Great part of this ſubject, the attack from the leeward, having been execut- 

| ce almoſt nineteen years ago, and immediately after the 27th July 1778, already 

a | '# part thereef has been introduced in iluſtration of the aftion of that, a.. 
RE mg aries Aon Der engen, page 103. 
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| DEMONSTRATIONS. 
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8 1 1 O0 N L 
07 F Jets s working FR , ndward: 


HE 1 eats upon e 8 of fleets | 
to windward, although perfectly known to all ſeamen, yet 
as they may afford ſome information to- others not conver- 
ſant on that ſubject, it is hoped they" will not here be I 
SE 8 | 


1 (Plate I. fig, 1. ) Let us ſuppoſe a fleet of tem twenty, or 
more ſhips to windward, as at F, (Plate I. fig. 1.) endeavouring 


to avoid being brought to an engagement; and another fleet of an 
equal number of ſhips ſome leagues to lee ward, as at A, ardent- 
Iy deſirous of e up with FE, and: bringing him to an engage - 
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ment: If every ſhip of the fleet F, to windward, ſhall be found 
to ſail equally well with every individual ſhip of the fleet A to 
leeward, then, unleſs ſome change of the wind or ſome accident 
ſhall take place, each fleet in turning to windward, having uni- 
formly kept their boards proportional, the diftance between the 
two fleets will continually remain the ſame as at firſt ſetting 

off; and the fleet A to leeward will never be able to get within 
reach of his antagoniſt F. That is the board A, to be made by 
the fleet A, making the ſame angle with the perpendicular line 
W. W. (the line of the wind) as the board FG to be made by 
the enemy F, and as it will be performed in the ſame time and 
with the ſame ſpeed; the diſtance between the two fleets, | 
when they ſhall have arrived at the points B and G, will be the 
ſame as when they were at the two) points A and F,. the places 


where they ſet off. 


Again, aki both fleets ſhall tack at the ſame time, and get 
upon a ſtarboard courſe, B C and '& H, then the two fleets 
when they ſhall have arrived reſpectively at the points C and 
H, the diſtance between them will ſtill remain proportionally the 
ſame as at firſt ſetting off; and the fleet A will never be able to 
get up with, or "reach, the fleet F, his antagoniſt. | 


But if the wind, during the courſe of a few days, ſhould make 
ſome change, and if ſome rigging ſhould be carried away by an 
overpreſs of ſail, which are accidents not to be prevented for 

any conliderable time with fleets ſuppoſed to be engaged 1 in a 


$ ſtruggle of this kiud ; it is evident that ſuch EO will be of 


more 


— 


- © 
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more dangerous conſequence to the fleet endeavouring to get off 
. to windward, than to the fleet in purſuit from the Towards as 
for example: 


Law: us FP the enemy's ſquadron in its progreſs to wind- 
ward from H to F (plate I. fig. 2.) that one of their ſhips from 
being crippled. had fallen to leeward, as at the point G, Is it not 
evident that ſhe muſt be cut off by the very next board, which | 
part of the ſquadron A hall make, as at C, or otherwile ; that | 
the ſquadron F, upon bearing: away, or ſhortening fail, as at H, to 
protect this crippled ſhip, by falling within the reach of the ſquadron 
A, in purſuit, muſt immediately be forced to come to action? 
| Whereas, on the other hand, ſhould any ſhip of the ſquadron A 
come to be crippled, and fall to leeward, as at B, ſhe will ſtill con- 
tinue to be under the protection of the ſquadron A, and will not 
thereby be expoſed to the * of the enemy. 


Again, upon a nat that the nit may change in the- 
courſe of a few days, the following demonſtrations will ſhow, 
that a wind from few other points of the compaſs will make a 


change unfavourable for the ſquadron to leeward. 


Let us ſuppoſe two ſhips, the one ſeveral miles to windward at 
E, (Plate II. fig. 3.) endeavouring to get off, and the other in pur- 
ſuit from the leeward at A; and let the wind be at weft at W. 


To ſhew the effect of changes of wind upon theſe two ſhips, let 
this change be from weſt to north, at N. N. in one inſtant ; then 
C | the- 
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the ſhip A, which was ſeveral miles to leeward when the wind 
was at weſt apparently, will lie up with her courſe towards B, 
to windward of the ſhip F, nov. that the wind has got about 
to north, and evidently will have a courſe ſo much farther to 
windward, (vide H G) though the diſtance between the two 
ſhips A and F may remain nearly the ſame. 7 


Again, let A and E, (Plate II. fig. * be two fleets, and let the 
wind in paſſing from weſt to north have changed ſo gradually, that 
each fleet has had ſufficient time to lie up and keep to the wind 
with the whole of their reſpective ſhips, extended in line of battle 
a-head, mutually as the wind ſhall ſhift : Yet till in this caſe the 
Heet A, which was 7 miles to leeward, when the wind was weſt, 
will now have got to windward, the wind having come fully 
thifted to the north as may be ſeen by courſe laſt of E, at the line 


mn I, and courſe laſt of A, at the line C D. 


For, if the fleet A can lie up to the wind two points at the 
ſtation A, it will be able to lie two points up at the ſtation P, 
when the wind ſhall have changed two points, and will do the 
fame at Q, and the ſame at the ſtations R, and alſo at S. when 
the wind has got full to the north. 


In like manner by the fleet F keeping the wind two points at 
the ſimilar ſtations, and at the ſame rate of motion on the dif- 
ferent and equal boards; the two fleets, when the wind ſhall 


have got to the north, will till be at the dos diſtance from one 
another 
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another as before ; but the fleet A, which was to leewrard, will 
now have got far to the windward: 


Fig 4. Aue upon a e that the wind, in paſſing from 
weſt to ſouth, has changed, in like manner, ſo gradually, that each 


fleet ſhall have had time to lie up, as per lines L M and T U, 


then the fleet M, when the wind ſhall have come to the ſouth, 
the ſhip Z. will be found as far to the windward of the ſhip U, 
as when the wind came round by the northern quarter, 775 


From all which it may be conceived, that the leeward fleet in 
purſuit, by a ſteady perſeverance, will, ſome way or other, at laſt. 
get up with, and force an attack upon the enemy going off, either 
by getting to windward of him, or by fetching ſome part of his 
fleet from the leeward ; and as this muſt be accompliſhed either 
while the opponent fleets ſhall be running upon the ſame tack, 
or when they ſhall be brought to paſs each other on contrary 
tacks; the Attack of Fleets from the leeward quarter . will natu- 
rally divide itſelf into two ſeparate caſes ; and let the one be cal- 


led, the ſimple attack, the other, the croſs attack. 


ft, By the ſimple attack, let it be underſtood to be that caſe, 
when the fleet A to leeward ſhall be able to fetch ſome part of 
the 1 to windward, and on the ſame tack, as per Fig, 5. | 


plate III. ; 


24, By fl croſs attack, let it be underſtood to be that caſe, 
where the two opponent fleets ſhall be brought to paſs one 


another on e tacks, as A and F, (Fig. 6. plate III.) 1 
| SECTION. 


D 
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SIMPLE ATTACK. 

* TH reſpec to the firſt of theſe, the ſimple attack, few ex- 
amples can be produced; for the French commanders, 

upon an apprehenſion of the ſmalleſt riſk of being overtaken 


from the leeward, have hitherto found means to throw the fleets 
under their command on the oppoſite tack to that of the fleet in 


— 


purſuit *, 

But whether this ſhall have ariſen from the enemy's anxiety 
of avoiding a ſhock, or from a natural conſequence attendant on 
the neceſſary movements of two fleets on ſuch occaſions, cer- 
tain it is that the meeting, or rencounter of adverſe fleets, upon 
oppoſite tacks, have been more frequent than the rencounter of 
fleets on the ſame tack ; and of which meeting, on oppoſite tacks, 
there are four examples before us: That of the 27th July 1778, 
two other of the 15th and 19th May 1780; and, laſtly, that of 
the 12th April 1982, | 


Which laſt, the 12th of April, though perfectly deciſive in the 
end, was in the beginning of the battle ſo far alike, and of the 
| | | ſame 


Admiral Arbuthnot off the Chefapeak. 
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fame nature with the three firſt, that the adverſe fleets having 
met, and the leading ſhips of the enemy having gained the wind, 
| fas in fig. 7. plate III.) the two fleets ranged paſt each other in 
oppoſite directions, each ſhip giving and receiving their mutual 
fire until the line of battle of the one fleet was compleatly ex- 
tended abreaſt of the other, (as per fig. 8. plate III.) That is 

when B, the van of the one, had got abreaſt of G, the rear of the 
| other, mutually. Of theſe ſeveral actions, the three firſt already 
have, i in ſome meaſure, been deſcribed. With reſpect to the 
fourth, the 1 2th of April, the attention it requires is ſuch, it would 
be i improper to bring 1 it into view until the whole ſubject on tlie 
attack from the leeward ſhall be compleatly diſcuſſed. In the 
mean while, by way of introduction to this deſign, it will be ne- 
ceſſary to look back and recapitulate a few of the remarks for- 
| mer introduced, Mins I. Page 103, beginning No. 79 Ne 
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K 222 17 2 few ow the 8 on the Ban of 
| | . * 27th 750 775 958 | 


w ET us fats two erst deen! in contention to get to | 
windward the one of the other ; and, by dint of failing, or 

by a cho of wind, that the leading ſhips of the enemy F, (fig. 
9. plate III.) ſhall have gained the wind of the fleet A; ; it ſeems 
evident, if the van, or any part of the leeward fleet A, was to con- 
tinue the line of their firſt courſe A B, and were not all to bear 
away, as per eourſe C C, (fig. 10. plate IV.) that, with great advan- 
tage, the enemy's line of battle might be cut in twain (as at G, 
fig. 1 1. plate IV.) and have thereby their rear, H, ſeparated from 
their van F, (as per ſaid hg. 11.) Again, by ſuch an attempt, 
the courſe of all the enemy's ſhips, a-ſtern of this attack, would 
thereby be ſo far ſtopped, or retarded, that a cloſe engagement with 
the enemy's whole line muſt be the conſequence ; or otherwiſe 
their rear G, of neceſſity, muſt be abandoned by the van F, (as 


per fig. 12. plate IV.). 


„ Perhaps it may be aid, that the riſk or danger of an attack of 
this kind might be greater than the advantage propoſed. To 
which it is anſwered : As ſoon as ever we ſhall have the ſpirit | 
and ſteadineſs to make the experiment, conviction will follow, 
that the riſk and damage to ſhipping making the attempt will be 


found to be leſs than in any other mode of attack whatever. 
N * Again, 
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* Again, upon taking the ſubject in another view, ſuppoſe, 
for example, that two, three, or more ſhips, (fig. 13. plate 
IV.) are paſſing each other in oppoſite tacks, at the rate of 
five miles per hour; then will the velocity of the tranſit be equal 
to ten miles per hour; or, which is the ſame thing, let us ſup- 
poſe, for the ſake of demonſtration, the one fleet at reſt, and the 
other in motion, at the rate of ten miles per hour; then each 
ſhip of the urn in motion will paſs "Oo 880 feet in one 
minute of time. 7 


1 3 to which, then, each ſhip of the ſquadron A will 

| pa each ſhip of the enemy F, with the interval between ſhips 

included, in one minute; that is, ſhe will make a tranſit of 880 
feet, or 300. yards, (the general allowance of 3 for ſhips 
en up in line of n in one minute. 


20 Therefore, if the two * did paſs one another on ths: 18th 
of July 1778, at the rate of 5 miles per hour; and if it were 
| Poſſible, that the loading of a ſhip's guns could be repeated once 
every minute of time, till each Britiſh ſhip could be expoſed to 
the fire of each French ſhip during the ſpace of one quarter of a 
minute only; that is, while the two ſhips were in direct oppoſi- 
tion; and as there were 26 ſhips of the enemy, each ſhip, on 
the whole, could be expoſed to a cannonade of fix minutes only. 
And if the fleets had paſſed each other at the rate of two miles 
and a half per hour, (a motion abſolutely neceſſary to make a 

ſhip anſwer the rudder well) each ſhip could then be expoſed to 
a fire of 13 minutes duration.” | 


By 
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By ſuch U only can it be explained, how two ad- 
verſe fleets, amounting to 30 ſhips of the line each, carrying 
above 36,000 men, after having deen brought in oppoſition of 
battle, and mutually ſuſtaining a furious cannonade from above 
4000 guns, beſides muſquetry, how, I ſay, they have been brought 
to be ſeparated again without effect, without the ſinalleT apparent 
deciſion ; that is without the loſs of a fhip on either ſide, and 
| fonetimch with ſcarcely the loſs of a man, though the rencoun- 
ter has often been ſaid to have been within piſtol ſhot. 


From all which it muſt be concluded, that the moſt artful 
management of ſails, the cloſeſt approximation, orthe moſt ſpirited 
cannonade, will avail nothing under ſuch circumſtances ; and that 
it is in vain to, 12 71 that ever any thing material can be effected 
againſt an enemy's fleet keeping to windward, paſſing on con- 
trary tacks, and deſirous to go off, unleſs his line of battle can be 
eut in twain, or ſome ſuch other ſtop can be deviſed, as has al- 
_ been deſcribed. | 


_ $ECTION 
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Mode of Attack from the Leeward illuſtrated.” 


ET us ſuppoſe two fleets, the one to windward, endeavour- 

| ing to make off as at F, (fig. 14. plate IV.) and the other to 
leeward, having ſufficient deſire to get up with him as at A. We 
hope it will be granted, that A, the fleet in purſuit from the lee- 
ward, within the courſe of a few days may be able to get up 
with, and bring the other, his enemy F, to ſome renoounter. Or, 
otherwiſe, that E, the fleet to windward, may have the utmoſt 
difficulty to make his eſcape with his whole line entire. Alſo, 
that this rencounter, as it hitherto has been, _— continue to be 
moſt frequently on an oppoſite tack, | | 


y let us | ſuppoſe that the enemy F, (fig. 14. plate IV.) 
from the deſire of getting off, will have exerted his whole art of 
ſeamanſhip to enable him to avoid the attack, it follows, that the 
fleet A in purſuit, though not able to fetch the van of the enemy 
now far got to windward, as at F, may ſtill be able to fetch a 
part of his rear, as at G, (fig: 15. plate V. and g this may be 
conceived to ann with his _— in che t in- 
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| ſtance; we will, for that reaſon, begin with theſe examples, 
when this manoeuvre, of cutting an enemy's line with the greateſt 
propriety, can be put in execution by the n rent of Ws 
ſquadron in dere 4 


r ener of Cutting an Enemy s Line of Battle by the 
headmoſt Ships. of the Squadron e e the 
ren N 


HEN the leading ſhips 48. fetched the rear. of the 
enemy, „ ſuppols the three Reranah ens 


it ; 


| TR When the leading ares h have betched the center. of the 
We line. 1 5 | 126 | 


34. When the leading thip ſhall bavk fetched the fourth * 
fifth ſhip, and ſhall cut off the van from the center and rear Me, 


the enemy s line. 


OY 
2 


1. 


uſt, When the leading Ships foall have fetched the Rear of the Eu- 
22213 [2000 e jappofe the thre Hernan * los rg 
Let it he peel In. the eourſe of wme 1 trip in | 


working to windward, chat any number (ſay three or four) of 
che headmoſt ſhips of A have had it in their power to fetch an 


A as at G, fig. 15. Plate V. 
And 
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And let it be ſuppoſed, that the headmoſt, or any one of theſe 
chips, by keeping her wind, ſhall attempt to pierce between any 
one of the ſternmoſt of the enemy's ſhips, between the third 
and fourth, for example at G, (fig. 16. Plate V.); the con- 
ſequence will be, chat the ſhip making this attempt will force 
her way, through the interval, be:ween theſe two fhips; or 
otherwiſe by getting foul, or running aboard of the third 
ſhip, (as in fig. 17. Plate V.) will not only ſtop her courſe 
in the line, but will alſo throw the ſhips a-ſtern of her into diſ- 


order. In which ever caſe this ſhall happen, here are three 


ſternmoſt ſhips of the enemy which will be forced to lee ward, as 
at G, (fig. 18. plate V.) where they muſt be entangled with the 
remaining part of the ſhips of A, which may now be IG UP, 
as at B, to prevent their eons 4 a 


If this ariceuvre Mell be put in execution happily,” and 
with ſpirit, we have à right to think it will ſucceed; and 
that the enemy F muſt inevitably loſe theſe three ſhips, - For 


his van, by the ſuppoſition, having by this time got far to 


_ windward, as at F, the matter would be determined before aſ- 
fiſtance could be given; and, in attempting to give this affiftance, 
he would be reduced to the neceſſity of making the attack as at 

F, (fig. 19. Plate V.) which he before had endeavoured to avoid, 
and when in poſſeſſion of his whole force; therefore he will 
abandon theſe three ſhips, as A, by this time, may be Oppoſe | 
w n environed them with ſufficient force. 


| Agait, ” 
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Again, ſuppoſe the enemy, upon perceiving the danger his 
rear muſt be expoſed to, in place of holding his wind, (as in«Gig. 
17. and 18.) that he ſhall bear away along the line of A, (as in 
fig. 20. Plate VI.); nothing can be gained by this, for it niuſt 
be done on equal terms, exchanging a few ſhot only as he 
ranges paſt to windward, and muſt ſtill be * the _—_— & | 


giving up his three thips at laſt. 


* 


FW hen the leading ſhips ſhall have fetched the center of 
the E nemy s line of Paſte. = 


HEN the leading ſhips of the fleet A, (fig. 21. Plate te VI) 
ſhall have fetched the center of the enemy F, the ſhip 
B, which ſhall attempt the paſſage, as in the former caſe, will 
either make her way through the interval which will be given 
her; and the ſhip G, with all the ſhips a- ſtern, will be forced 
to leeward, as in fig. 213 or the ſhip B, by running aboard of 
G, and both ſhips coming to the wind, (as per fig. 22.) the 
whole ſhips a- ſtern of ſuch attack will be ſtopped and retarded. 
But, in which ever of theſe ways it ſhall take place, the: line will 
be cut in twain, (as in fig. 23.) the rear will be ſeparated from 
the van, and the whole ſhips of the enemy, a-ſtern, will be forc- 
ed to leeward, (as in fig. 23.) Meanwile the van A, (Plate VI. 
fig. 24.) ranging to windward, and B, the center and rear of 
A, by this time come up, the rear of the enemy G prevented 
from getting a-head, and finding it impracticable to regain their 
van F, will prepare to put before the wind, as in fig. 24. 


G, 
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8, (Plate VII. fig. 25.) The rear of the enemy putting before 
the wind encompaſſed by the whole force of A, van and rear. 
A, The ſhips in the van after having forced the rear of the ene- 
my to leeward are now put before the wind in purſuit. 

B, The center and rear of A having prevented the enemy's 
rear from rejoining his van, are now in purſuit on his larboard 
quarter. 27; 5 

F, The van of the enemy (evidently) not having it in their 
power to prevent the effect of any part of theſe movements. 


When the leading ſhips ſhall have fetched the fourth or fifth ſbip, 
and ſhall cut the van off fromthe center and rear of the Enemy s 
line. | 


The headmoſt ſhips of the van of A, (fig. 26. Plate VII.) 
having fetched near the van of the enemy, and having cut his: 
line between the fourth and fifth ſhip, and having ranged along 
to windward, as at B, his ſhips are now backing {ail to give 
time for the remaining part of his fleet to get up, &c. That is 
while D, the rear, having bore as per courſe C C, is preparing 
to intercept the enemy. 


By which means the van A, (fig. 27. Plate VII.) having got 


to windward, and the rear B having preſſed forward, the remam- 
ing part of the enemy's fleet now diminiſhed by four ſhips, the 
* number 
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conuber! cut off, muſt be forced to n where an action ſuf- 
. cloſs muſt enſue. | | | 


18 27. A, The van in purſuit and endeavouring to get upon 
the ſtarboard quarter of the enemy. 
B, The rear diviſion ſticking cloſs upon his larboard quarter, 


G, The enemy inferior by four ſhips. 
F, The enemy's four ſhips now cut off. 


Obſervations on the three foregoing Caſes of the Attack when made 
by the headmoſt Ships of a Squadron. | 


Of theſe three caſes, as it is caſter to fetch the rear than any 
other part of the line of a fleet going off, ſo the attack will be the 
more aſſured of ſucceſs. | 


The ſecond, the attack on the center, or any where near the 
center, as the object is greater and the ſucceſs equally probable, 
ſo ought it always to be attempted, if poſſible, to be fetched by 
the van of the fleet in 1 N | 


- The third, under which is comprehended the attack upon the 
van, or any where a-head of the center, as it muſt be more upon 
an equality with the enemy than any of the former two, ſo the 
| ſucceſs muſt therefore be more doubtful, and particularly where 


an enemy ſhall be deſirous of fighting. 


Fig. 
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Fig. 28. Again, let us ſuppoſe the leading ſhip of the ſquadron 
A, after a long ſtruggle, to have gained the weather gage of the 
enemy, and are now ranging paſt him to windward, giving and 
receiving a heavy fire, as per fig. 28. Plate VII. 


This ſuppoſed advantage, which, notwithſtanding it has upon 
every occaſion been the object of our moſt earneſt efforts to obtain, 
muſt evidently be of as little importance as the ranging to leeward 
after having failed of gaining the wind, (as per fig. 29. Plate VII.) 

a movement which we have long been well acquainted with. 


Of Cutting the Enemy's Line with the fifth or Jixth 
Ship, or any one next a-ſlern of theſe in the Van of 
the Line, but let it be the fifth Ship for example, 
which alſo, like the former, may be divided into three 


ſeveral caſes. 


5 7 HE attack on the rear of the enemy's line with the fifth 
ſhip from the van. 


24, Of cutting the enemy's line, at the center, with the fifth 
ſhip. | | | 


34, The attack on the van of the enemy 8 line with the fifth 
ſhip. | LOS. 


The 


rene : 


9 
28 


The Attack on the Rear of the Enemy's Line with the Aft Ship 
| | from the Van. | 


Fig: 31. Plate VIII. In which, let it be IE that it ſhall 
be the lot of A, the fifth ſhip from the van, to make the attack, 
and cut the line of the enemy, and let this be between the fourth 
and fifth ſhip of his rear at &; while, in the mean time, the 
four headmoſt ſhips B, after having ſtretched under the lee of 
the four ſhips G, are preparing to put about and ſtand after them 
on the ſame tack. | 


Fig. 32. Plate VIII. The confequence of which will be, that 
theſe four ſhips G, having. already received the fire of eight 

ſhips, A and B, will at laſt be ſtopped and forced to leeward by 

the weight of the center and rear now coming up, as at D; 

while F, the van, not foreſeeing, or perhaps not having it in his 

power to prevent this misfortune: in his rear, may: be mueh more 
deſirous of making off to windward. than of nn e the 
line of A, as at H. 

A, The fifth ſhip, with theſe a-ſtern of him, which had cut 
the line and had gone to windward, now put about in _— 
of the four ſhips G. 

B, The four headmoſt ſhips of A, which ranged. to leeward,, 
now put about alſo in purſuit. 


Fig. 33. Plate VIII. Shews the inevitable ruin of theſe four 
pies G, e along before the WY and encompaſſed with 
| eight 


0 
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eight ſhips, A and B, the center and rear following after, as at 
F, The van of the enemy going off, 


Of the Cutting the Enemy's Line at the Center with the fifth Ship. 


Fig. 34. Let it be ſuppoſed, that the fifth ſhip A, has been 
appointed to cut the enemy's line at the center, and that the 
four leading ſhips B, are in courſe ranged along under G, the 

enemy's rear, | 


Fig. 35. Plate IX. The conſequence will be, that all the ſhips 
of the enemy, G H, which were a-ſtern of this attack, will not 
only be forced to leeward, by A and the ſhips a-ſtern who fol- 

lowed him to windward, but will be ſtopped in their way a-head, 
and muſt be preſſed farther to leeward by the remaining part of 
the fleet coming up at D. By which time it, may be ſuppoſed 
that the ſhips a-ſtern in their rear, ſeeing the ſtop a-head, will be 
preparing to put before the wind, as at H, when a compleat rout. 
of the whole of this diviſion of the enemy muſt follow. 

B, The four headmoſt ſhips having ranged paſt the enemy are 
putting about to cut off there eſcape towards K. 

F, The enemy's van going off. 


The Attack on the Van of the Enemy's Line with the Aftb Ship... 


In this attack, as well as that of the former caſe, the dan- 
ger to which the four headmoſt ſhips may be expoſed is ſo great, 
| G that 
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that it is not probable that either the one or the other will oi 
be attempted. | | 73155 


The Attack with the Center. 


Fis. 36. PLATE IX. 


Ex us ſuppoſe that the leading ſhips of the fleet A, having 
fetched ſome where in the van of the enemy, and that they 
have ranged along the whole of their line, and under their lee; 
and that B, the headmoſt of theſe ſhips, has advanced nearly a- 
breaſt, or in immediate oppoſition to the ſternmoſt of the ene- 
my's ſhips G; and, at the time that fome of the heavieſt ſhips 
D, i in the center, having kept their wind, ſhall have cut the line 
ſome where near the eneny's center, at F, in like manner as de- 
ſcribed in the former caſes. 


1 Fig. 37. Plate IX. The enemy's fleet having been cut in twain 
in this manner, their van F from their rear G, the ſeparation 
will be fuch, it will. be next to impoſſible that theſe two divi- 
ſions can ever be re- united together again. But the van F and 
the rear G making two diſtinct objects, the purſuit with 
propriety ought to be confined to either the one or the other, 
as the attempt to carry both evidently muſt be inconſiſtent, 
And whereas, in the courſe of the preceding demonſtrations, 
the whole dare of the fleet, making the attack, has, of neceſſity, 

been 
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been more particularly directed againſt the rear diviſion in pre- 
ference to that of the van of the enemy; and as the ſame cauſe 
for this preference e. idently ſubſiſts in this caſe, as well as in any 
of the former, we will proceed, in the firſt place, with the de- 
monſtration of the attack upon the rear G. 


(Fig. 37. plate IX.) The headmoſt ſhips of the rear diviſion of 

the enemy having been forced to the leeward by A, the ſhip 
which cut the line will ſtill be continued to be preſſed farther 
and farther down the wind, by the additional weight of the ſhips 
aſtern coming up in ſucceſſion as at B. 

C, Some ſhips aſtern of the ſhips B, preparing to bear away 
and ſtand after the enemy's rear diviſion G. 

D, The headmoſt ſhips of the van having already ranged paſt | 
the enemy, and being aſſured of the improbability of any part of 
his rear diviſion being ever able to get to windward, are prepar- 
ing to put about, to be in readineſs to follow which way foever 
it ſhall direct its courſe. 

F, The van diviſion of the enemy thus ſparated from his 
rear, and ſeeing the danger it muſt be expoſed to, and that it 
will never be able to get to windward, are putting before the 
wind, as well to effect a retreat as to take all chances of effecting 
2 junction with the ſhips of the rear, which may afterwards be 
fo happy as to make an eſcape. | DE; 


Fig. 38. due! IX. Shews the attack with the center a Little 
farther advanced. | 


1 
i 
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A, The ſhip which cut the line, and part of theſe ſhips which 
followed up after him, ſtill ranging paſt to windward, and pre- 
paring to put about ; in the mean while are keeping up an 
heavy raking fire upon the enemy going off. 

G, The rear diviſion of the enemy having the greateſt part of 
them diſengaged themſelves of the van of their adverſaries, are 
endeavouring to make off, by putting through the gap. | 

B, Theſe ſhips having ſtopped the headmoſt ſhips of the rear 
diviſion of the enemy, and having forced them to put before the 
wind, are Preparing to follow him. 

C, The rear of A, having now puſhed forward, will be in ſul- 
Gcient time to get cloſe upon the larboard quarter of the enemy, 
and keep by him whereſoever he ſhall go. : 

F, The van of the enemy. 


Plate 10. fig. 39. G, The rear r divifion of the _—_ onen 
encompaſſed by the whole fleet, viz. 
A, With the ſhips which cut the line and went to windward, 


now carrying every fail in purſuit. | 
B, The ſhips in the rear having had ſufficient time to come 


; up, and are now bearing upon the larboard ſide of 8 the enemy. 
D, The ſhips of the van keeping cloſe upon his ſtarboard 
fide. 
F, The van of the enemy putting before the wind; and anxi- 
uy attending the iſſue of this unequal conteſt, 


Notwithſtanding, it muſt already have been ſelf-evident, why 
the proſecution of the attack on the rear of the enemy's line, and 
3 not 
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not on the van, has conſtantly been conſidered, in the preceeding 
demonſtrations, as the object of greater attention, it is ſtill hoped 
that the PRO reaſons will not. Ne. wn 


We "IP 


1 
1 


4 Bent a part ft the ee ww" abs ae having FR 
Ad and already far advanced in the attack of the enemy's 
line *, it would be a manifeſt impropriety not to follow the blow, 
and ſtill more unpardonable not to give the neceſſary ſupport to 
| the few advanced ſhips, (B B, fig. 31 and 34.) which otherwiſe 
gh bo lo 4 the nie SR GORE e 19? (i 

The VI of in rear is alſo more tae: praicable; 
For while the ſhips in the van D, which have ranged paſt the 
enemy's line, (fig. 38.) are putting about to entangle his ſtern- 
moſt ſhips cut off, the center ſhips of A, together with his rear 
B, haue now got almoſt in contact with the ee rear e 
are n to Turvouns them; 57 f 3411; 


17 


© Whereas, i in the uri of the van, the add 4 of the. 
enemy having at the time in queſtion got above three miles dif- 
tance even from the ſternmoſt and neareſt ſhips of A, (fig. 40,) 
about ſhip, and get up with the van of the enemy at F, that ” 

to er 905 time 15 would be a work of e mat 
eit 75 1 1463111 9.19 - Demon« 


' E443 Yor 


one * 2 the fins ſhips at B, „ (6g 31. 3 the four ſhips at + B, (kg. 36) a and | 
nore cu arly the PI en 5 (Os: Oe: 7 


0,07 ee htc 951 
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Demonſtration. 


Plate X. * 40. Let Abe che van aivifion, 3 of 18 ſhips, 
which have ranged paſt to- the northward:; and let B, which cut 
the enemy's line, be the ſhip at the head of the rear diviſion, 
conſiſting of eighteen. ſhips likewiſe. Then, as 300 yards is the 
| ſpace uſually alletted for each ſhip, 6 fhips will require a. ſpace 
of one mile * ; and 36 ſhips, the number of the fleet A and B, 
will require a ſpace of 6 miles. But the van of the enemy E, 
ſuppoſed to conſiſt of 18 ſhips alſo, will likewiſe require a ſpace of 
3·miles; and as it is evident, that a ſpace of 6 miles muſt be re- 
quired for extending the whole line of the fleet A; that is from 
C.to D, and a ſpace of 3 miles muſt be required for extending 
| the van of the enemy F. Then the whole diſtance between the 
headmoſt ſhip of the fleet A, and the headmoſt of the fleet of 
the enemy; that is, the diſtance. between the points C and H, 
muſt be a ſpace of 9 miles. 
S8, The rear of the enemy on che point r being ſurrounded. 


Fig. 40. By the proſecution of the attack. upon the rear a 
you will have your whole force, van and rear, undivided, ſay 36 
ſhips combined againſt 18 ſhips, the number cut off from the van 
diviſion. of the enemy. Whereas, in the caſe of - purſuing the 
van, it muſt be evident, that your force being divided, the rear 
of your line only, after putting about ſhip, can, with advantage, . 
be employed in the chace of the van of the enemy, now got to 
the diſtance on three or four miles ; and if overtaken, . to be 

ought: 

* 7ide Part I. No. 25. 
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fought with upon a perfect a; ; while at the ſame time 
the ſhips in your van are either rendered uſeleſs, by having 
ſtretched too far a-head, or, at the beſt, will be obliged to follow 
the rear of the enemy, now got many miles to leeward, and equal 
in number, ſhip for ſhip, if ever they can be overtaken. 

Fig. 41. Is ſuppoſed to ſhow the van A, in the act of wearing. 
to ſtand after the rear ot ine enemy G; while B, the rear of. 
A, is ſuppoſed to get upon the larboard tack to ftand aſter the 

van F, and prevent his junction with he” rear G. | 


Upon the whole of this 0 Part I. and Part II. with 
reſpect to the nature of both attacks, it may be concluded, 
that, the attack from the leeward quarter can be executed with 
the greateſt number of advantages, of which it is not one of the 
leaſt, that when a ſhip of the lee ward fleet comes to be crippled; 
fhe will ſtill continue to remain under the protection of her 
friends. Whereas, on the contrary, ſhould a ſhip of the fleet to 
windward come to be crippled, ſhe will fall immediately into the 
power of her enemies, (as per fig. 2. plate 1.). 
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HE following caſe, not very probable indeed. but as it ſome 
time or other may happen, and as it has ſome affinity to 
the attack from the leeward is introduced in this place. 


Plate X1. "OY 42. Let us ſuppoſe the wha at weſt at W, and the 


numerous fleet F G in an irregular and diſorderly line a-breaſt, 


extended to a great length from windward to leeward, that is 


| from the weſtern to the eaſtern quarter, and let them be proceed-- 


ing on their way to the northward from F towards A. At A 
let an opponent fleet be diſcovered a-head at ſome miles diſtance, 
and ſuppoſe this flect A ſhall be greatly inferior in number, yet 
ſtill the fleet F G mult be conſidered as in a very eee li- 


tuation. 


| How the fleet F G has got into ſuch a ſituation is not ſo eaſy 
2 matter to be explained; unleſs we ſhall be allowed to imagine, | 
that its being found extended in a line a-breiſt from windward to 
leeward, might be accounted for in this manner, that having, for 
ſometime before, been working to windward, with the wind either 


* en at S. or at north at * and afterwards the wind coming 
n 
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| around all of a. ſudden! to the weſt'at W, that there was not 


time to arrange the ſhips accordingly. Again, let us ſuppoſe this 
to have taken place near day- break, that there was a fog ſo thick 


that the ſituation of the ſhips could not be diſcerned, and that, 


unſuſpicious of the neighbourhood of an enemy, which could: 


de able to contend with them, they were careleſs, but that they 


were firing guns as ſignals for reſtoring their intended order. 


Again, let us ſuppoſe an opponent fleet A, in the courſe of a | 


eruiſe, and upon the lookout, that he ſhall have heard the above 
ſignals, and upon the clearing up of the fog, that he ſhall 
diſcover this enemy in the circumſtances as deſcribed, but 
extended to: ſuch a length from windward to leeward, as. 
to ſatisfy him, that, although. their numbers were great, 
yet it might be poſſible to attack them with much advantage: 
It might be reaſoned thus; the right wing F, of this enemy, is 


at ſo great a diſtance, and ſo far to leeward of the left wing G, | 
that ſhould an attack be made upon this left wing, ſo far to | 


windward, and this ſhould be done with celerity, and before any 


material change could be effected i in the diſpoſition of their force, 


it will be next to impoſſible for this left wing G to receive the 
fmalleſt aſſiſtance * F, the ſhips ſo far to o leeward. | 


Plate XI. fig. 43. Accordingly, let us imagine that this op- 
ponent A, with his fleet, although inferior in number, as two 
to one, ſhall puſh on with every fail ſet, and at right angles, that 
he ſhall cut aſunder this enemy's line a-breaſt at B, but in ſuch. 
proportion that he ſhall be ſuperior in- force to the ſhips G to- 
wind ward, ſo cut off and ſeparated. 1 
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late XI. fig. 44. Again, ſuppoſe this fitet of A to have paſ- 
ſed on a-head towards the ſouth at C, and that the! whole of the 
force, and in particular the rear, ſhall have tacked and come 
up again with G, is it not eaſy to conceive, that this unfortunate 
diviſion being in this manner cut off and prevented from flying 
to lceward, muſt ſubmit to ſuperior force, while, in the mean time, 
their friends, ſo far to leeward at F, after attempting every thing 
they can, will not have it in their power to give them the ſmalleſt 
aſſiſtance. In this ſingular caſe it muſt be obſerved, that the ſeveral 
FS ſhips of the fleet A, in making this attack, muſt be on equal 
: terms with thoſe of the enemy, ſhip for ſhip, with _ _ 


— 


in n to each other. 
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INCE the ſtudy of Nav AL TACTICS is of the greateſt im- 
portance to this Empire, and ſince the abilities and {kilt of 
Britiſh ſeamen, in the conduct and management of ſingle ſhips, 
are ſo manifeſt, that nothing higher has exiſted in any one pro- 
feſſion or department of life; it is therefore the more worthy of 
inquiry from what cauſe or accident it ſhould have proceeded, 
that ſo little progreſs. has been made, in the moſt important part 
of the ſubjet, I mean the mode of arranging and conducting 
of ſhips, when aſſembled in great fects, for the purpoſe of * 
vancing to battle. 


It is not, however, intended that the Naval Tactics of the an- 
cients ſhould be underſtood to be affected by what has been ſaid; 
| OOTY : on 
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on the Y. from hiſtory, we are made 10 believe that 
the conduct of their commanders, in moſt of their military ope- 
rations at ſea, was founded on principles equally applicable, and 
equally underſtood, with thofe which -governed their military 
operations by land. Of this, the battles of Salamis, of Actium, 
&c. are Framples. 


That Naval Hiſtory, in modern times, has not been ſo per- 
fea i in its information, may be admitted, if it is true, that, of all 
the numerous engagements at ſea, with the Spaniards, with the 
Dutch, and with the French, ſpirited and ſucceſsful as they ſome 
times were, not one ſatisfactory plan or deſcription has been 
obtained, by which even the arrangement or movement of the 
different fleets could be diſcovered, more early than that of Ad- 
miral MArTHEwS, in 1744; nor one, from which an idea 
of any ſyſtem, of either attack or defence, can be formed, pry: 


12 than . of Admiral By NG in 1756. 


Ie a difinAion fo siebie as this, an idea has been ſug- 
geſted, of having Naval Hiſtory divided into periods, in which, 
| 'by comprehending and diſtinguiſhing the particular changes of 
the weapons, in the ſhipping, or in the modes of practice, ſome 
cauſe, ſome eſſential error in principle, ſome defect in conduct, 


Vill be diſcovered, from whence ſhould have originated this fin- 


- gular difference of information, between the Naval Tactics of 
ancient and of modern times; for it never can be imputed t to the 


Hiſtorian alone. 
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The Hiſtory of Naval TaQics MR en be divided into 
the mee! Periods 


The FIRST Punron will comprehend: the time in which the 
progreſſive motion of ſhips and fleets, advancing to battle, had 
continued to be dependent upon, and confined to, the propulſive | 
power of the oar, and while the deciſion of the conteſt was in- 

truſted to the ſword, as in the ſea battles of antiquity, Salamis, * 
Actium, &c. as before mentioned; with which alſo _ be 1 in- 


cinded. the battle Wt Lepanto i in 1 57 I. 


The Web PERIOD includes the time that ſails became the 
neceſſary, and almoſt the only means of the progreſſion of ſhips, 
now of greater dimenſions, mo unwieldy, and no longer ma- 
nageable, by the exertion of the men within by oars. This Pe- 
riod begins with the Spaniſh Armada, comprehends the engage- 
ments between the Engliſh and the Dutch, together with the 
battles of Bantry Bay, Beachyhead, La Hogue, in the laſt cen- 
tury, and of Malaga i in 1719, of none of Which have we been 
able to procure any particular Plan or e e 1825 to the 


You: I 740. 


The THIRD Prnibb, then, with propriety will begin with 

- thoſe engagements of which we have been able to give a parti- 
cular plan and deſcription; that of Admiral Marrhzws in 
1744, including Admiral 'ByNG's engagement in 1756, Sit 
GROROE Pocock's in 17 58, together with thoſe of the Au- 
RIAN WAR, from the year 1778 to 1782. 
| ; 4 The 
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The year 1782, ſo much diſtinguiſhed by extraordinary ex- 
ertions of naval ability, at the ſame time that it will form the 
commencement of a FouRTH PER1OD in the Hiſtory of Naval 
Tactics, will alſo give occaſion to add a Fourth Part to this 
Work. | ps” | 0M is 


VVV 
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8 long as the progreſſive m motion of ſhips and Hleets, advan- 
eing to battle, was dependent upon, perhaps confined to, the 1 . 
 Propelling power of the oar, and the deciſion of the conteſt was | | 
entruſted to the ſword, ſo long the principles of f arrangement and 
g diſpoſit tion of force, whether at ſea, or at land, ſetting aſide the 
more immediate influence of ſtorms of wind, could not but be 
nearly alike. For, when it is conſidered that the men engaged 
in both caſes, at ſea and on land, were often the ſame, atuated Hh | 
equally by courage or revenge, by fear or deſpair, that the means | 4 
of advancing and retreating, and advancing again, were equally in 2 
their power, and the weapons, offenſive and defence, nearly the 
ſame, ſhips of war, with their complements of men on board, un > 
der fuch circumſtances, not unaptly might be ſaid to bear a near - 
reſemblance to cohorts, or battalions of infantry, or even to ſqua- 
N drons of cavalry, i in the ſhock of battle. A 
Again when we Flr Pa that ſhips, in thoſe ancient days, 
were of ſmall fize, of little draught of water, and unembar- 
raſſed by the ebbing and flowing of tides, as in the Mediterra- 
nean, that, by keeping cloſe by the ſhore at all times, they-could 
be concealed or covered behind headlands or iſlands ; fleets of 
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this deſcription, compoſed of numbers of ſhips, in like manner, 
might be conſidered as reſembling numerous corps of troops aſ- 
ſembled and, acting as armies at land, not only becauſe they _ 
could form ambuſcades or ſtratagems, but alfo could, on ſimilar 
principles, attack; ſecure, or defend a ſtrength, or ſtrait, chooſing 
and occupying their ground at pleaſure, as at Salamis, or Ac- 
tium, and as in many other inſtances exhibited between the Ro- 
mans and Carthaginians, which it is needleſs to mention. And, 
to extend the bounds of this period, the battle of Lepanto, in 
1571, may be included; which differs only in this reſpect, that 
gunpowder was then known and uſed, but ſimilar to, and even 
ſtrictly connected with, ancient practice; in ſo far, that the 
conteſt, notwithſtanding this knowledge of gunpowder, was de- 
cided by the ſword alone. The veſlels engaged, if not preciſely 
of the ſame conſtruction, were ſtill about the ſame ſize, and were, 
in like manner, propelled in their motions with oars, by the ma- 


nual exertion of the men on board. 


That a fleet of this deſcription, in theſe circumſtances; when 
to windward, had advantages over the fleet to leeward, will not 
be denied. When advancing to make an attack, the effect of 
their impetus or ſhock muſt have been the greater from their 
having the wind in their favour; and, when deſirous of de- 
clining an engagement, it was more in their power to retire, 
and more difficult for the lee ward fleet to get up with them. 
But, in advancing to battle, both fleets were upon an equal 
footing, propelled by their oars, each galley having her prow 


oppoſed to that of her adverſary ;, whatever, therefore, were the 
| weapons. 
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weapons in uſe, catapultas, baliſtas, or cannon ſhot, as at Lepan- 
to, placed, as they were, as a battery, in the fore part of the veſlel, 
whether in making or ſuſtaining an attack, neither fleet, in this 


reſpect, had any particular advantage over the other, re ; 


of them was to windward or leeward, 2 


3 | - PERIOD 


| 
| 
| 


r Vn ee — — 


— 


8 HISTORICAL SKETCH 


PE R 1 O D, n 


HE concurrence of many things uniting, would ſeem to 
mark out the bounds by which a ſecond period in naval 
hiſtory may be diſtinguiſhed. The extenſion of commerce and 
naval power to America and to the Eaſt Indies, while it protracted 
the length of voyages, increaſed alſo the hazard of the ſea. The 
uſe of great guns being introduced, while at the ſame time they 
were increaſing in weight and dimenſions, were alſo multiplied 
in number, ſometimes to the amount- of an hundred on board ; 


ſhips, for theſe reaſons, requiring to be of ſtronger conſtruction, 


large and unwieldy, and no longer manageable by the manual 
exertion of the oar, were obliged to have recourſe to the ſail, as 


dependent on the wind __ for carrying the requiſite ma- 
noeuvres into execution, x * 


Of Sails, ih dering. their effeft in the motion of a Ship, com ared : 


with Cars. 


But fails, however neceſſary for the managing of the mo- 


tions of ſhips of larger conſtruction, compared with oars, were 


inadequate to the various operations and movements required in 
the antient practice and mode of battle. In a calm they were of 
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no uſe; and with the wind, could command, in the direction of 
the motion of the ſhip, little more than one half of the plane of 
the horizon, and this only to leeward. | BE: 


A 


Of Cannon Shot, conſidering its effe# as coming from the Prow 
of a Galley, or from a Ship's Broadſide. 


When guns were planted as a battery in the forecaſtle, as they 


generally at firſt were in a galley, the application of their force, 


though inferior, at leaſt with reſpect to number, was ſtill in the 


fame direction with the line of their courſe, and which courſe 
was perfectly under the command of the people within. But 
when planted on the ſides of. a ſhip, their force and effect, from 
the greater number, though irreſiſtible compared with a galley, 
yet being at right angles with the line of her courſe, and this 
courſe depending upon a foreign agent, the wind, and not under 
an equal command of the people within, the effect and confe- 
quences of courſe became ſo completely changed and different, 


that every former idea of naval tactics was immediately over- 


turned. 


In the mean time, even during this extraordinary tranſition of 


circumſtances, the naval exploits and enterpriſes were, many 
of them, ſpirited, and though not all of them decifive, were 
conſtantly marked with ſtrong effect. But when the ſhip itſelf, 
the means of moving that ſhip, and the weapons, were under- 
going tranhtions ſo very extraordinary, it is not eaſy to conceive, 

ED. 8 : | that 
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chat conduct adapted to ſuch novelties could not at 0 once vt efta- 
bliſhed. | 


In the introduction *, many of theſe exploits have already beer 
enumerated ; but how far the mode of conducting them was or 
was not the reſult of any particular "on remains ye a matter 


of i Inquiry. 
_ Of the Spuniſb Armada. 


PHr1LIP the Second poſſeſſed of Spain, Portugal, and the riches | 
of Ameriea, in planning the armament of the Spaniſh Armada, 
confident, and truſting in his-great ſuperiority, thought only of 
gratifying his reſentment againſt ELIZABETH and her ſubjeQs. 
His ſhips being conſtructed with lofty buildings at head and ſtern, 
which, like caſtles, might overtop and command the decks of the 
' ſmaller ſhips of the Engliſh, neither himſelf nor his admirals 
were aware how unfit ſuch unwieldy, il-conſtruQed, and, 
if poſſible, worſe manned veſſels, were for navigating ſeas 
that were narrow, and in a northern climate, and where, 
at the ſame time, there was not one friendly port to lee- 
ward ſufficient to receive or afford them ſhelter in caſe of acci- 

dents. But this cumberous fleet, (irreſiſtible in his imagination) 
_— approaching the Channel, while the ſhips of the Engliſh were 
every where to {kulk or fly before it, was to proceed to the eaſt- 
ward to take on board the Prince of PARMA with his troops, 
collected in the Low Countries, and without interruption or dif- 


gee the General Introduction prefixed to part iſt. 
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feuley of any kind whatever, was to enter the 1 IN at 
one blow to overwhelm ELIZASETH. ; 


On the part of the Englich where can a more illuſtrious ex- 


 _ ample of naval ſkill and foreſight be met with, than in the con- 


duct diſplayed in accompliſhing the defeat and ruin of this Spa- 
niſh Armada, in which the prudence of ſuſtaining a defence, by 
fuffering that immenſe armament to waſte its force in an idle 
contention with the wind and waves, was no leſs conſpicuous. 
than the intrepidity and perſeverance with which the repeated | 
| attacks were made b. 


Of the Britiſh Channel. 
That an eſtimate may be made of the probable ſucceſs, or of 
the conſequent hazard and riſk, to which a numerous armament 


of great ſhips, engaged in an hoſtile enterpriſe of this kind, may 
be exppied, the Britiſh Channel ſhauld be Carell y conſidered : 


In the firſt place, as a barrier or n defending * di- 
viding us from all the reſt of the world: 


In the next place, as as a ſea, narrow, winding, and contracted 
by head lands, in which the navigation, with all the ſkill and 
attention that can be given, is both difficult and dangerous to 


ane, even the moſt nie with it. 


* See Introduction, p. f. Part I. 
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As a barrier or boundary, it forms one continued canal, con- 
necting the German and Northern Oceans with the Atlantic, 
and extends in length to above 1000 miles. The banks of this 
canal, on the Britiſh ſhore to the ſouth, where waſhed by the 
Channel, and oppoſite to France, far from being open and eaſy 
of deſcent to every invaſion, as we have been made to believe, 
kke this of the Spaniſh Armada, or any other of them, with 
which, as bugbears, we have been ſo often and long threatened, 
the coaſt is bold and dangerous; and if it ſhould be acceſſible in 
any one particular and more intereſting ſpot, as at Portſmouth, 
the country behind and within is ſo ftrong, that from the ſouth 
or acroſs the channel, every attempt to approach the capital, or 
to over-run the kingdom, with common attention given, muſt 
always be defeated. OS, | 


Conſidering the Channel as a Tea, narrow, winding, contracted, 
and broken by head lands, it is affected by rapid tides, forming 
innumerable dangerous ſhelves and banks. By the climate, and 
by its form, it is ſubjeQted to tempeſtuous and ſudden changes 
of wind, ſo that the boldeſt and moſt experienced mariners, from 

arriving in ſoundings in approaching the mouth of the Channel, 
even with a leading wind, and keeping in the fair way, till they 
get into port, ſeldom are at eaſe. This is meant in the caſe 
of a ſingle ſhip. But let any one, ever ſo converſant in this na- 
vigation, with every advantage of ports in his favour, ſay what 
. his feelings have been, when on board of a Britiſh fleet cruiſing | 
in the Channel, and then we may judge with reſpe& to a nu- 
merous fleet of large ſhips, ſtrangers, with dark nights and 
blowing 
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blowing weather, what the apprebenſions and feelings may be 
as well of the officers on board, as of the ſtateſman on ſhore, 
who wantonly commits and puts to hazard ſo great a part of the 
marine of his nation in one nn and in ſuch perils. N 


By an eaſterly wind {as often is the caſe with our own ſhips) 

an hoſtile fleet may be long detained from entering the mouth 
of the Channel; and by a wind at weſt, when once embayed, 

ſuppoſe within the head-lands of Portland on the one ſhore, and 
La Hogue on the other, it will not be eaſy for them to return“; 
if the wind from the weſt continues, and begins to blow with 
violence, which it often and ſuddenly does, this fleet muſt put 
before it, (for there is not one port on the oppoſite ſhore ſuffi- 
cient to receive and afford ſhelter for large ſhips for above 1500 
miles from Breſt round to the entrance of the Baltic), and, paſ- 
ſing the ſtraits between Dover and Calais, over ſands and through 
ſhelves, they muſt get, without remedy, into great diſorder. 
But all the while this fleet, by the ſuppoſition, has hitherto met 
with no interruption, or annoyance of any kind from Britain, 
the greater part of her force being occupied at a diſtance. 
What then ought to be the conſequences, if followed by num- 
berleſs ſhips, of every ſize and denomination, which, in ſuch a 
caſe, and for this occaſion only, may be fitted out, and collected 


from the different ports, which, inceſſantly hanging on the rear, . 
D 24 5 are 


* No get of French men of war has been within theſe headlands fince the 
battle off Boy La Hogue, May 9. 1692. | 


- 
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are enabled to take advantage ot every accident, many of them 
at all times, from the ſituation of the ports from whence they 
can be fitted out being neceſſarily to windward, which way 
ſoever the wind ſhall blow? After conſidering theſe cir- 
cumſtances, is it to be imagined, that a fleet of ſhips from the 
ſouthward, hoſtile to Britain, ſo large and ſo numerous, will 
ever, without great lots, be able to effect a return through the 
Channel ? will it not be expected, that they muſt be forced into 
the north ſeas, where, if late in the ſeaſon, in the high latitude 
of 60 degrees, they will have to encounter all the horrors of 
winter, long nights, and continual ſtorms, not leſs formidable 
than any thing experienced by Lord ANS ON when doubling 
Cape Horn, as lately felt by the armament commanded by Monſ. 
THUROT? Re | : 


= | Of ſuch a nature was the rout planned for the Spaniſh Armada, 
by PHILIP the Second, and by following which rout was this 
mighty enterpriſe defeated. 


Of the Battles with the Dulab. 


The engagements with the Dutch, ſtill later, by almoſt one 
hundred years, than the Spaniſh Armada, glorious as they were to 
both nations, as exhibitions of courage and perſeverance, give 

| little information with regard to a progreſs or improvement in. 
N. | h Naval Tactics. The only idea which I have been able to form. 
5 of them, is that of numerous ſquadrons aſſembled, to the a- 

mount of 250 or 300 ſhips, jambed together in narrow ſeas, 

wr | (che 
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(the Channel), where they have been confined by the ſhores 
on each ſide, and deprived, in a great meaſure, of every chance 
of manoeuvring. Here, in one place, ſhips in cluſters en- 
tangled with one another, and, independent of all order, getting 
foul, each of their antagoniſts ; there, again, in another part of 
the ſcene, one ſhip, ſingle and alone, unſupported, and beſet 
with many enemies, left to make the moſt gallant reſiſtance ſhe 
could. Of courſe, on both ſides, much bloodſhed and loſs of 
ſhipping, muſt have been ſuſtained. But, in theſe engagements, 
they differed in this from the caſe of the Spaniſh Armada, that 
each of the parties had their ports under their lee, to which they 
could retire, and from whence they could fally forth at pleaſure,” 


ſo ſoon as refitted. * 


Of Signals, the invention of which, about this time, is aſcribed to 
| the Duke of York, . 


The invention of ſignals is generally aſeribed to the Duke of 
Vork about this time. This, however, is abſolutely incredible. 
He might, indeed, have improved them, but the invention muſt 
have been of older date. How could any military operation at 
ſea or on land be conducted without ſignals? It cannot be belier- 
ed that, in reducing the ſubject of ſignals to any kind of em, 
he had made much progreſs, if it is neceſſary that Admirals, to 
this day, when entering upon the command of an expedition, 
have to compoſe a particular ſyſtem for themſelves; an attempt 
which muſt be attended with much inconvenience; for it is not 
conceivable of any new code of ſignals, however ſimplified it 
may 


16 HISTORICAL SKETCH 

may be, that it can be made familiar to every officer in a numer- 
ous fleet in the courſe of a few days, or even weeks; and there- 
fore is the more abſurd if an enemy is to be encountered with 
immediately, which has ſometimes been the caſe after a few 


hours departure from port. 
Of Naval Infiruftions. 


The Naval Inſtructions about this time formed, for having 
ſhips extended in line of battle, and which were founded upon 
the occaſion of the above mentioned battles with the Dutch, in 
order to ſerve the immediate purpoſe of fighting in narrow ſeas, 
if ill qualified (as faid -in another place *) for bringing on an 
ation with a fleet of ſhips unwilling to come to a ſhock, and 
having ſea-room to range in at pleaſure, they have been no leſs 
unfortunate in promoting the means of information; ſince, of 
all theſe numerous engagements, ſo little of ſyſtem, ſo little of 
the diſpoſition or movement of fleets, has been comprehended, 
that the hiſtorian Mr David Hume, accurate and intelligent 
as he was in every other ſubject of inquiry, giving up the point, 
as it would ſeem, has the following paſſage: * There is a natu- 
© ral confuſion attending ſea-fights, even beyond other military 
© tranſaQtions, derived from the precarious operations of winds 
© and tides, as well as from the ſmoke and darkneſs in which 
every thing is there involved; no wonder, therefore, that re- 
© lations of theſe battles are apt to contain uncertainties and con- 


tradictions, 454 wk when A _ writers of the hoſtile | 
„ 4 nations, 


* See Introduction prefixed to Part I. p. 5 
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nations, who take a pleaſure | in _— their own advantages, | 
and ſuppreſſing thoſe of the enemy. 


The. part of Mr Hume: s hiſtory from which this face i is 
quoted, was not finiſhed till almoſt an hundred years after the 
battles in queſtion, and not till after he might have conſulted the 
deſcription of theſe others, Bantry Bay, Beachy-Head, and La 
Hogue; he had likewiſe the aſſiſtance which might be procured 
from the battles fought in his own time; that of Malaga in 
1719, that of Admiral MATTHEWS in 1744, and that of Admi- 
ral ByNG in 175 6; together with every degree of information 
which could be acquired from the trials which took Place i in 
conſequence of the two laſt, both long and circumſtantial +, 
Mr Hunz, at the ſame time, nothing at a loſs when a battle at 
land is to be deſcribed, but, like other hiſtorians, with infinite 
pains, is ſure to preface the ſame with a detail of every circum- 
| ſtance of ſituation, advantage or diſadvantage of ground, by 
which the reader is made to forſee whichever of the Parties ſhall 
obtain the victory. | g 


Other writers, equally ſucceſsful in their detail of military 
tranſactions at land, but not a whit more fortunate in their con- 
ceptions of operations at ſea, talk of agility of ſhipping, of their 
E 7 heroes 


* Hiſtory of England, Vol. vii. p. 507. edit. 8 vo. 1778. 


+ A later writer ſtill, Mr M<Pherſon, when ſpeaking of the battle of La Hogue, 
has theſe words: © The confuſion and want of plan which prevails in all naval en- 


5. gagements, ought to have ſaved the victors from the cenſure which writers have 
* thrown on their conduct. 
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heroes ruſhing furious through the ſquadrons of the enemy, of 
ruſhing to battle, of preſenting themſelves to every danger, of 
plunging into the middle of the foe, &c.; phrafes applicable on- 
ly to military operations at land, and conſiſtent, and perhaps in 
uſe, in ſpeaking even of tranſaQions at ſea, when galleys, as in 
ancient times, were propelled in every direction with the oar, 
and actuated upon, and influenced by, the paſſions of men with- 
in the veſſel, but altogether inconſiſtent with the motions of un- 
wieldy ſhipping, manageable only with the fails, confined, as 
they muſt always be, to particular movements, as mere machines, 
dependent on the immediate effect of the wind alone, as yy" are 
in theſe * | 
Is it to the hiſtorian, then, that we are to impute this confu- 
fion of ideas, the continuation of the uſe of ſuch phraſes, and this 
fo particular defect of information? No; for hiſtorians muſt have 
adhered to the ſpirit of the deſcriptions which have been put in- 
to their hands, Is it to the vanity of commanders, defirous of 
extolling and magnifying their own exploits? No; it can only 
be attributed to the particular ſtate of things at the time, that the 
imtellectuals of men, deranged by ſo complete a tranſition of fo 
many circumſtances combined, as before enumerated, have not 
as yet recovered any proper idea of ſyſtem, or principles of con- 
duct, adapted to ſuch novelties. 


PERIOD 


—— ah ans 


oo AvAIL TACTICS * 


P E R IO D . 


UPPOSING period Third to commence about anno 1740, 
and to conclude with the end of the year 1781, it will be 
diſtinguiſhed by thoſe ſea engagements of which we have been 
able to procure ſuch an authentic and ſubſtantial information of 
circumſtances, as could authoriſe a particular plan and deſcrip- 
tion; but, before proceeding farther with this inveſtigation, it 

will be neceſſary to premiſe a few General Principles. ED 


GENERAL PRINCIPLES. 


Casz I. A commander who ſhall have ſo diſpoſed of his force, 
that no one diviſion or part can be attacked, without a poſſibility 
of being immediately ſupported by the whole, or at leaſt by ſome 
other part, has taken not only the firſt precaution to prevent a 
defeat, but alſo has taken the firſt. ſtep to obtain a: victory. 


r II. The commander who, in leading on his force, ſhall 
make his attack with great ſuperiority, upon any one diviſion, or 
part of his enemy, and while this diviſion ſhall be poſted ſo as it 
cannot be ſupported, has, in like manner, not only taken the 

x firſt 


| * 
0 
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firſt ſtep to obtain a victory, but alſo has laid hold of the firſt 
precaution to ſecure a retreat, ſhould it ever be neceſſary. 


Casz III. Hence, on the other hand, and in oppoſition to 


Caſe Firſt, ſhould ever a commander have ſo diſpoſed of his 
force, that any one diviſion or part may be attacked, by a great 


ſuperiority, without a poſſibility of having it ſupported, by the 
whole, or by any one part of his remaining force, that comman- 


der muſt be defeated. 


CASE IV. Hence alſo, in reverſe of Caſe II. a commander, 
who, by the mode of his attack, ſhall ſo diſpoſe of his force, that 
any one diviſion or part, difficult to be ſupported, ſhall be expoſ- 


ed to his enemy when greatly ſuperior, ſuppoſe it a cannonade 


greater, by many degrees, than he can bring up to oppoſe it, 
ſuch commander undoubtedly will be worſted. 


That rules, ſuch as theſe, are applicable to, and ſhould have 
influence upon, military operations at ſea as well as at land, 
every one will allow. By them, the following ſtrictures, upon 
modern naval practice, and the mode of attack which have been 
propoſed muſt be judged—and to ſome error or negle& of them 
it is, that the defect of information, which has diſtinguiſhed the 
former period, muſt be imputed. 
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Of the Movements of Ships and Fleett in relation to each other. 


Ships, or fleets, managed as they are in theſe days with fails 
only, though not, as animals, ſelf-moving bodies, that is, under 
the perfect command of the men within, to be carried with oars 
againſt wind and ride, at pleaſure, in every direction; yet con- 
ſidered as machines, governed by, and confined to, the laws of 
mechanics, their paths in the ſea, and their military evolutions, 
may be traced and delineated upon proper principles : Now, the 
moving power or agent being the wind, and this affecting any 
number of them mutually, at one and the ſame time; and in the 
fame direQion, as in the caſe of fleets when in oppoſition, the 
movement of the ſeveral ſhips or fleets, in relation to each other, 
will be reciprocal, conſonant, and . uv | þ 


Not only ſhips, but whola fleets, in hoſtile oppoſition, when 
in the ſame ſtream of wind, muſt equally, and, at the ſame time, 
both of them in their motions relatively, be ſo affected, that, _ 
ſuppoſing the face of the ſea to be conceived as a plain, on pa- 
per, and the wind as a point A (Plate XII. fig. 13.) from which 
both fleets B and F are operated upon ; we alſo may carry the 
ſuppoſition ſo far as to coneeive that both might be affected in 
ſome way, as ſuſpended from the ſame pen, as at the pendu- 


lum D, D, D. 


. when conſidering the connection between two fleets, 


ſuppoſing the one to be to windward of the other, whatever way 
F . F he 
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the wind ſhall veer about, both being dependent on the ſame 


wind, the motion and manoeuvring of each, in relation to each 
| * can ſtill be of the lame nature. 


Of the Face of the Ocean, confidering it as a Field for the Mili. 
tary Operations of Hoſtile Fleets. 


| That the face of the ocean, conſidering it as a field for mili- 

tary operations, but more particularly as a field for immediate 
engagement, the hoſtile fleets oppoſed, having neither rivers, ra- 
vines, banks, woods, or mountains, to ſtop progreſs, or interrupt 
the ſight, ſo that ambuſcades or ftratagems can be formed, and 
while each are extended in line of þattle, where every individual 
ſhip, and the line into which ſhe belongs, is operated upon by 
the ſame wind, at the ſame time, and by the laws of mechaniſm, 
confined to movements in every reſpect conſonant in relation to 
each other, Should not every occurrence, every tranſaction, for 
theſe reaſons, and in ſuch circumſtances, be the more eaſily con- 
ceived, underſtood, and explained, than even in military opera- 
tions on land ? | | 


A fleet on the face of the ocean, on the defenſive, extended in 
line of battle, and prepared to receive an enemy coming down to 
make an attack, as has been the late practice, from the wind- 
ward, may be compared to an army poſted to great advantage, 
and provided with numerous batteries of cannon, impenetrable if 

attacked in front ; and ſhould any ſuch attack. be made, that each 
ſhip, 
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ſkip, comparing it with a ſingle battalion, or party of cavalry, 
may retire, ſuppoſe to leeward, under cover of ſeconds on either 
fide, (a-head and a-ſtern) and chooſing a new' poſition, from 


| whence the enemy could be annoyed again and again, this may 


be repeated with equal advantage as at firſt, while the flect, and 
each ſhip that makes ſuch an attack, muſt be ruined, crippled, 
and rendered incapable of purſuing, or following. 


Of the Application of the foregoing Principles and Ideas, with 
ſome of the 8 ca-Engagements of this Period of Naval Hiftory. 


Admiral MaTTHEws's engagement in 1744 is the firſt of this 
Fhird Period of Naval Hiſtory ; it is alſo the firſt in the liſt of 
thoſe of which we have been able to procure authentic and ſub- 
ftantial information of circumſtances ; - it is alſo the firſt to be 
conſidered with reſpect to the application of the 8 prin- 


3 5 ; p es” 


—_—_— — 


Application of theſe Principles to the Conduct of Admiral Mat- 
thews, as making the Attack, 


According to Caſe II. for example, the commander who, in 
leading on his force, ſhall make his attack with great ſuperiority, 
upon any one diviſion or part of his enemy, and this diviſion ſo 


poſted that it cannot be ſupported, has taken the art ſtep to ob- 


tain a victory. 


2 
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By the poſition of Admiral MaTTHews' s fleet before the en- 
gagement, his force was ſo diſpoſed, that, had that force been 
led on, or had the force which was led on been ee 2s 


it ſhould have been, the attack might have been made with ſuch 


2 ſuperiority, that the Spaniſh Admiral, wick the ſhips in his 
rear a-ſtern of him, ſeparated as they were from the van and cen- 

ter of the combined fleet, there. is not a doubt that the whole 

might have been cut off. | 


But, conſidering this attack in another view, and according to 
principles, Caſe IV. that Mr MaTTaews, by carrying down his 


ſhip, the Namure, and her ſeconds, the Norfolk and Marlborough, 


in the manner he did, he had them expoſed to a cannonade un- 
fortunately greater, by many degrees, than he could at the time 
bring to oppoſe againſt it, and by which theſe ſhips were fo diſ- 
abled, that, had the Spaniards thought fit to retire, a manoeuvre 
which the French, their allies, have many times ſince, on the like 
occaſion, put in practice, Mr MATTHEWS neither could have 


ſtopped them, nor could he have followed them *. 


SE] 


bie, of the fame Principles to the Condud of the Spe 2% 
| f Admiral. 


| Conſidering chat the fleet of the Spaniſh Admiral was extend 


ed to a great length, that be was ſeparated, at a great diſtance, 
from 


Vid Admiral MarTEEwS S Engagement, Part I. p. 110. and Plate XVI. 
_ 
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uaſupponted, enn to principles, Caſe UL be mould have” 


| - Gila, in another view, had the principles, as laid down, been 
thought applicable by the Spaniſh commander, or had he been 
inſtructed, or aware of what has fince been the practice of 
French commanders; neither would he have neglected to avail 
himſelf of diſabling Mr MATTHEwSs, while coming down to at- 
tack him, that is, while he had the ſuperiority of fire in his fa- 
vour ; nor would he, by patiently lying fil, have given time 
ſufficient for Mr MaTzHews to retaliate, by diſabling him in- 
his turn, but, unhurt, would have withdrawn his ſhips from bat- 
tle for the preſent; and, by bearing away, would have attained a 
| new ſituation, where he might be out of the reach of cannoa 
ſhot, and where he might be in Inn to form a new. line 
on battle to leeward, No. —_ 7 


Of Admiral Byng's Engagement, confidering how it may be ofs 
Fedted by the Application of the foregoing Principles. = 


In Admiral Bync's engagement, twelve years after that of 
Mr MATTHEws, the French row themfetves alone the oppo» 
' nents; their mode of defence adopted “, tho* defectire with reſpect 
to the diſpoſition of their force, according to principles Cafe II. and 
— | Es which 


Vid: No. 48. Part I. Byng's engagement. 
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wich has been proved in another place“; yet, conſidering the 
mode in which the attack was made upon them, ſeems to be the 
beſt which could be imagined in their ſituation and circumſtan- 
ces. In great ſtrength, arranged in line of battle themſelves, 
they not only diſabled their enemy while coming on to attack 
them, but, unhurt, they retreated, and accompliſhed, in the moſt 
complete manner, the full purpoſe of their deſtination, by making 
prize of the Caſtle and iſland of n. | Z 

That the French were in noways bibelden'ts chance for ſuch 
defence, but that it was ſtudied and intended, muſt. be evident 
from this, that, in every one of the many engagements which 
they have had with our fleets ſince that time, when to leeward 
as on this occaſion, it has been the mode they have put in prac- 
tice, and it has been e 05 an bs degree of e in 
ery inſtance. | 


If, then, this ſtate of the ſubject ſhall be admitted to be juſt, 
Admiral ByNG's engagement off Minorca, May 20. 1756, will 
be the firſt in modern times from . any degree of ſyſtem 
can be formed. 


Again, with reſpect to the mode of attack, the part which Mr 
ByNG had in the action, how applicable it is with principles 
Caſe IV. his van, by this mode of attack, was ſo. diſpoſed, that 

it could not be ſupported; it was expoſed, while coming down, 
to a cannonade greater by many degrees than could be brought 


8 The mode of attack propoſed, page 123. Part I. 
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at the time againſt it ; and being thereby diſabled, aich rendered 


mcapable of following or purſuing his enemy, and the purpoſe 


of his deſtination left unaccompliſhed, Mr By muſt be allowed 
to have been worſted. This attack appears to have been found- 
ed upon an idea of taking, deſtroying, or diſabling, the whole of 
an enemy's fleet, and, upon this idea, to have aſſumed a line of 
approach improper, as NEG given the enemy the greateſt pol- 
able * 
In the mode of attack according to this idea, of taking, de- 
ſtroying, or diſabling the whole of an enemy's fleet, extended in 
line of battle, two lines of approach have been diſtinguiſhed ; 
the firſt, the line of interſection, the line of neareſt approach, or 
laſking line, as put in practice, and ſo named by Mr Byxd; the 
-other, that line put in practice by Sir GEORGE Pocock, in his 
engagement April 29th 1758, two years after, in the Eaſt Indies, 
and which, for diſtinction ſake, has been "pours; the Roe of pur- 
ſuit or curve of purſuit. e ye 


Of the firſt of theſe lines, (the laſking line), five examples have 


been collected; and, upon theſe examples, as claſſed in Section 
1. page 43. Part I. the obſervations and demonſtrations, pointing 
out the defects in the accuſtomed mot 4 attack from the wind- 
ward, are e. | 


Of the "FINER of theſe lines, the line of purſuit, -it has alſo 


been defined in the deſcription given of Sir.GzorRGE Pocock's 


engagement in the Eaft Indies, It i is not, however, wiſhed to be 


und er- 


5 Y 


* Vide Appendix, Part I. 
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underſtood that ſome one, or all of theſe five examples given, do 
not, in ſome degree, partake of the properties of both of theſe 
lines, or that Sir GOOD Pococt's engagement, becauſe of this 
diſtinction, ſhould not be included in the ſame claſs with theſe 


five examples, but becauſe, on no other occaſion, has any thing 
been ſaid that could give riſe to have this line of purſuit defined 
ſo accurately as in this engagement of Sir GEORGE POCOCK, 


| Other J nemk bar yo to Period Third onty. 


iſt, That, i in the many engagements with Shieh this third 
period has been diftinguiſhed, the enemy, whether they were to 


windward or to keward, have never once attempted t to > make or 


begin the attack. 


2d, That, not only, through the whole, has. this period e "Fo | 


tinguiſhed by a faſhion of exalting the character of the ſhips of the 
enemy, in point of ſailing, compared with our own; but, for 
the greater part, it has been diſtinguiſhed by a faſhion, as perni- 
cious as unjuſt, viz. that of e the character of Bri- 
tiſh ſeamen. | 


A gentleman *, *, but not of the profeſſion, after reading the 


55 foregoing naval inquiry as it was firſt printed, communicated to | 
w_ the. following obſervation: * The only. thing which tempts 


* one to entertain a doubt with recen to your ſyſtem is, that the 


" beneficial 12 


. 6 als Bath, Gator ofthe Wealth of Nations. 
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bh beneficial effects are ſo manifeſt, that one wonders they ſhould 
6 not have occurred to profeſſional men.“ 


To which obſervation, "er what has been ſaid, it is ſvfficient | 4 
to reply, that ſome defect has exiſted ſomewhere; for if the | | | 
many examples given during this laſt period ſhall be conſidered, 
the uniformity of effect, ſhewn by them to have taken place, 
authoriſes us to conclude, that chance of war had not been con- 


| cerned; for otherwiſe ſome one unlucky ſhip might have been -. 
taken or ſunk, or might have been blown up in the air, accidents | 
frequent, nay infallibly attendant on ſuch other occalions, during 
the courſe of the former uy of naval HED 


END OF PART 111. 
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INTRODUCTION. 

rr the year 1782, the laſt of the American war, re- 
markable for a ſeries of intereſting events and of new 

and ſingular exertions of naval ability, we will begin the fourth 
part of this work. The fortunate turn which then was given to 
naval affairs, and the ſplendid atchievements then performed, 
render that important year the proper commencement of a fourth | 
period in the hiſtory of Naval Tactics. But, although victories, 
equally ſplendid with thoſe. of the year 1782, have been recent- 
ly obtained, and merit particular examination in a treatiſe on 

Naval Tactics, yet this part of the preſent work does not pro- 
feſs to embrace any account of theſe late glorious tranſactions, 
and will extend no farther than what was originally propoſed T- 


That the whole of this fourth part was written while the au- 
thor was under the immediate impreſſion of the enthuſiaſm ex- 
cited by the merit of the actions at the time, he cannot deny: 
nor will he diſſemble, that the event, with the conſideration of 
which this part is to commence, viz. the plan and enter- + 

| A - prife 


Earl Howe's, 1ſt of June 1 796.—Earl of St. Vincents, 14th of February 1797. 
+ See Table of Contents, prefixed to Part I. of this work, p. XII. 
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priſe to | PR the iſland of St. Chriſtophers, is, of all naval ankle 


bitions, the firſt, which had given him any real pleaſure in 
making the deſcription. With reſpect to the other obſervations, 
they expreſs what were the feelings of moſt people, ſat the tune ; 
and now, after a lapſe of fifteen years, he has not yet ſeen rea- 
ſon ſufficient to induce him to make any alterations. 


* 
8 
7 


* 


sfx SAMUEL HOOD'S ENGAGEMENT. 


Deſeription of the ſeveral aftions between the" Britiſh Fleet, com: 
manded by Sis SAutfEE Hoo, and the French Fleet, command> 


ed by Couvr Dx GRASSE, off St. Cbri * the 24th, 2 _ 
and 26tb of n 1782. | 


FEW months after the 8 unfortunate cataſtrophe of 
Lord CoxNwALLIs's army at York Town in the 
Cheſapeak river, Sin SAMUEL Hoop being at Barbadoes, 


and hearing that an attack had been made upon the iſland 
of St. Chriſtophers, by a powerful armament under the com- 


mand of CounT DR GRrasss, ſet fail for its relief with 22 


ſhips of the line, five frigates, and two ſchooners. He arrived 
off the ſouth eaſt end of the iſland of Nevis, at day break of 
the 24th February 1782 ; when, direQing the ſquadron- to be 
formed in line of battle, he determined to attack the fleet of the 
enemy, conſiſting of 33 ſhips, and then lying at anchor in Baſſa 
Terra Road, iſland of St. eee | 


Plate A710, fig. 1. A, The Britiſh 40 ſuppoſed on their courſe 
round the iſland of Nevis, on the morning of the 24th. F, 


The fleet of the enemy at anchor in Baſſa Terra Road, having | 


| their van far to windward of the rear. 


SIR Sauvz' $ inſtructions to each ſhip, given in St. John's 
| Road, 


— 
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Road, Antigua, were, To ſtand on till abreaſt of the van of the 
* enemy, as per courſe B B; and after having delivered, each ſhip 
* her whole fire upon the two headmoſt ſhips of the enemy, to 
baul off in ſucceſſion, as per courſe C C C; and then by tacking 
to return in the ſame ſucceſſion, and again, and again, to re- 
© peat each ſhip her whole fire. By which ingenious method 
it was intended, firſt, to cut off or deſtroy theſe two headmoſt 
ſhips, which being effected, to repeat, in the ſame n the 
attack upon the next two ſhips a- ſtern. g 

The misfortune of the ſhip Alfred running a board of the 
Nymph in the morning, ſoon after the ſignal was thrown out, 
occafioning much delay, the enemy had intelligence of Sir S4- 
MUEL's approach; and, dreading the conſequences of an attack, 
in the ſituation they were then in, quitted their anchorage and 
put to ſea; as per courſe G G; and in the afternoon, and during 
the whole night of the 24th, kept three or four miles to leeward 
of the Britiſh fleet, which Was ſtill under the weft end 1 the 
iſland of Nevis. 


Extract of SI SAMUEL Hood's Letter. 


At day light of the 25th, we plainly diſcovered: 33 fail of the 
* enemy's ſhips, 29 of which of two. decks formed in a line a- 
head. I made every appearance of an attack, which threw 
the CounT DR GRAsskE a little from the ſhore: And as I 
thought I had a fair proſpect of * the anchorage he left, 


and 
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© and well knowing it was the only chance I had of ſaving the 
iſland, if it was to be ſaved, I puſhed for it, and ſucceeded, by 
having my rear and part of my center engaged. | 

| © The enemy gave a preference to COMMODORE ArvLzcT, 
but he kept up ſo noble a fire, and was ſo ſupported by his ſe- 


conds, CAPTAIN CoRNWAILLIS and LORD RoberRT MAN- 


NERS, that the Joſs and damages ſuſtained in thoſe ſhips were 
* but trifling, and they very much preſerved the other ſhips'in 
the rear, 8&c,' (And afterwards he ſays), .* Would the event of 


a battle have determined the fate of the iſland, I would without 


heſitation” have attacked the enemy, from a knowledge how 
much was to be expected from an Engliſh ſquadron, command- 
ed by men amongſt whom is no other contention than who”. 
ſhould be moſt forward in rendering ſervices to his King and 
Country : herein I placed the utmoſt confidence, and. ſhould? 
not, I truſt, have been diſappointed. | in RO 
1 anchored his Maj eſty's ſquadron in a Hoſe line a-head, 
Next morning about eight o'clock, I was attacked from van to 
rear with the whole force of the enemy (29 ſail) for nearly 
two hours without having the leaſt viſible impreſſion made 
upon my line. The French ſhips then wore and ſtood off 


again, and in the afternoon began a ſecond attack upon my 


oenter and rear, with no better-ſucceſs than before; ſince which 
the CounT DR GRAsSE has kept a ſafe r 9 ed 
of the French ſhips have ſuffered puſhlaradiye 


Wn os 3 ay | 222 | 


* 


1 NAVAL TACTICS. 
Dgſeripiion. 


Plate Xiv. fig 2. A, StR SAMUEL Hoop with the Britiſh fleet 
lying off the north weſt end of the iſland of Nevis in the morn- 
ing of the 25th February at day light, and intending to bring his 
fleet to an anchor in the ground CounT DE GRASS E had left. 
But, at the ſame time, endeavouring to amuſe the Cou NT with 
- the appearance of a deſign of making an attack upon him. 

B, The van of the Britiſh ſquadron now come to an anchor 
under Green-point in a cloſe line a-head, and with ſprings to 
bring the broad fide of each ſhip to bear upon an enemy, who 
might attempt to come down and attack them. 

C, The rear of the Britiſh fleet under COMMODORE AerLECT, 
with part of the center ſuſtaining; while coming to an anchor, 
an attack from the enemy. 

F, The French cannonading, but at ſuch a diſtance as nowiſe 

_ obſtructed the Britiſh ſquadron from coming to an anchor. 

| The Freneh fleet then wore and- ſtood off to ſea again, as per 
courſe G G. 


Plate xiv. fig. 3. A, The Alfred, Canada, and Reſolution, in 
the morning of the 26th at 6 o'clock, having been ordered to 
ſhift their ground, as the evening before they had anchored too 
far to leeward, and too near to the edge of the bank *,——and 
being under way, theſe ſhips, from this poſition, had it more in 
their power to overawe the enemy, and prevent them from 

doubling back upon the Britiſh ſquadron, when mey came to, 

make the attack ſome hours after, 


. B, 
* Without the bank, from the immediate depth. of water, there is no anchorage. 


— 


S1K 8. HOOD'S ENGAGEMENT. | E 


B, The Britiſh ſquadrews 1n the morning, conſiſting of other 19 
ſhips, at an anchor with ſprings, ſo that each ſhip in the line 
might, at one and the ſame time, be W to bear pon an 
enemy coming down to make an attack. 1 

F, the French fleet about 8 o'clock in the morning advanc- 5 
ing to the attack with 29 ſhips; and having begun the attack upon 
the van, as at H, they ranged along the whole Britiſh line, as / 
per dotted line of courſe 1 I; then hauling up a- ſtern, as at K K, 
they evidently meant to rake the ſhips in our rear, or 7 


have intended to have doubled back towards A; but, overawed 


e 


by Sambriro, ſtood to the northward, 


by the three foreſaid ſhips, the Alfred, Canada, and Reſolution, 
under way at A, they wore in ſucceſſion, and hauled off to ſea, 
as per courſe L L L. bas | 

MM, The enemy now on the ſtarboard ok a on the re- 
turn to the ſecond attack, which they made upon the center and 
rear, in the afternoon of the ſame day, affer having taken ſuch 
an offing as enabled them to fetch our fleet. 

N, Guana Hill, from which the Britiſh ſquadron was ren 
ed to be bombarded.., | | 

O, Mooring's Hills, where GENERAL | PrESCOT "VP the 
{kirmiſh with the Iriſh brigade ; and where MoNs1EU R DE 


 BoviLLE declined attacking him. 


The enemy afterwards kept in the offing, not chuſing to =" 
another attack upon SIR. SAMUEL, who not having it in his 
power to give farther aſſiſtance to the iſland, after 10 or 12 days, 
cut his cables, laying hold of the opportunity while the enemy 
had come to an anchor off the iſland of Nevis; and taking his 
courſe by the north end of the iſland of St. i and 


— 


Obſervations. 
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The iv ey or nen 3 of this affair ſo very im- 
portant in all its conſequences, cannot be paſſed over without 
endeayouring to give it a full conſideration; and that this may 
be done with the greater ns: it will be p to ſtate 
the facts ſimply as they are. 5 

Hearing that a fleet of 4 3 ſhips of 5A enemy v were W at 
anchor, Baſſa Terra Road, in ſupport of the powerful attack 

which they were then making upon the iſland of St. Chriſto- 
phers, Sir SAMUEL Hoop with a much inferior force, conſiſt- | 
ing of 22 ſhips oply, reſolves to attack them in this ſituation, 

The French diſcovering his intentions before his approach, 
and feeling, 1 it ſeems, the ſituation, which they were in, diſadvan- 
tageous, quitted it, and put to ſea. 

Sir SAMUEL, thus diſappointed in his nada attack, bas 
Wa that the obtaining a communication with, and ſupport- 
ing the ſame, was the only chance left him of ſaving the iſland, 
by a daring ſtroke in ſeamanſhip, ſeldom, before this time at- 
tempted, in the face of this enemy, and even while in the act of 
ſuſtaining a furious attack from the enemy, brings his fleet to an 
anchor in the ſelf-ſame poſition, or ſtation, which they but a lit- 
tle before, and with a fleet ſo very ma N yd quitted, 
as thinking it untenable. 

The enemy firſt having ſuffered. e to ys: diſlodged, 
1 afterwards having ſuffered this inferior fleet to come to an 
anchot, —determined, if poſſible, to wipe off the e double affront, 


by attempting an attack i in their turn. 0. 
But 
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But this attack was either ſo ill conducted, or fo feebly fup- 
ported, that, though it was twice attempted, they, as unequal 
to the taſk, patiently permitted the Britiſh Admiral to keep his 
poſt for 12 days, without ever nnn. attempting to. diſturb 
him. | 

On the part of the enemy there were here no ) accidents, which, as 
in all other former caſes, might be laid hold of, and held up as 


an excuſe for want of ſucceſs ; nothing from winds, tides, or 
blowing up of particular ſhips, not the loſs of a ſingle maſt or 
yard to furniſh the ſhadow of an excuſe, either for quitting 
their anchorage, or, after they had, for not overpowering with 
their numbers ſo inferior a fleet, occupying, and even fixed to, 


- anchorage, and affording an equal opportunity of 2 8 at- 


tacked for 12 ſucceſſive days. 

On the part of the Britiſh: will be found a plan, gallantly, 
but prudently formed, to attack a force ſuperior, as three to two, 
which if it was not put into execution, it was becauſe the ene- 
my had prudently declined. Again, in conſequence of a ſtill 
more daring plan having been formed immediately upon the 
above diſappointment, we find them, in defiance of all former 
rules, (in the face of this ſuperior fleet, who had taken every 
means of obſtruction, and even while they were maintaining a 
combat with this fleet) bringing their ſhips to an anchor without 
a poſſibility of being prevented. Afterwards, we find them Gifſ- 
poſed at anchor in ſo maſterly a manner, that little loſs was ſuſ- 
tained, though two ſeveral attacks were made in the ſame day 
by an enemy, who had it in their choice to take every advantage. 

Laſtly, that there might be nothing wanting to eſtabliſh a a 


compleat. * of Britiſh ſuperiority, we find them keeping, | 
EP without 
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without difficulty, that poſt which had been thought untenable, 
ſending relief on ſhore, and maintaining a communication wich 
the iſland for 12 days without interruption. | 
During the more ancient and even more heroic days of naval 
proweſs, one fleet, at one time, might have had the good fortune to 
ew their valour in the attack, as thoſe at Cadiz, at Vigo, &c.; 
and if another fleet, at another time, might have been ſo happy 
as to have an opportunity of exhibiting their ſteadineſs in ſuſtain- 
ing an attack, ſuch as that under BLAKE in the Downs ; but on 
no occaſion whatever has one and the ſame fleet been ſo for- 
tunate, as in this of Sir SAMUEL Hoop forcing their opponents 
to fo compleat and unequivocal an acknowledgement of their ſu- 
periority in both caſes, whether we ſhall conſider their courage 
and perſeverance, or their ſkill in ſeamanſhip. 

As there can be no doubt that this contraſt drawn ſarwhen 8 
the two fleets is a juſt one, what ought then to be the feelings 
of our countrymen upon this occaſion, compared to that ſtate 
of univerſal deſpondence into which the whole nation was 
plunged but a few months before? 

Perhaps it may be ſaid by thoſe who with to lower, or de- 
preciate, the importance of this event, that the enemy, being con- 
ſcious of their great ſuperiority i in the Weſt Indies, had, with- 
out thinking it neceſſary to take the proper precautions, come to 
an anchor in diſorder ; but, not thinking it proper for them to 
ſuſtain, or permit an attack in this ſtate from a fleet even much 
inferior, had prudently quitted their anchorage; or, being adviſ- 
ed of the approach of the Britiſh fleet inferior in ſtrength, they 
had put to ſea with the intention to cut off all hopes of their 


making a retreat; or, being ſaiisfied of the importance of pof- 
ſeſſing 
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ſeſſing a ſuperior fleet to the end of the war, and knowing, at 
the ſame time, that nothing could be done effectually to retard 
their — in taking the iſland, they were determined to 
riſ nothing. 7 | 
All this, however, if it proves any thing, proves their inferio- 
rity in ſeamanſhip, or that they were determined to fight ſhy, as 
they have done on every former occaſion, and ſhould as effectu- 
ally exalt the ſpirits and courage of Britiſh ſeamen, as it ſhould 
depreſs thoſe of the enemy. | | | 
It has been aſked, it is true, Why ſhould not this fleet avs 
put to ſea? Twenty two well coppered ſhips, of which it con- 
| ſiſted, might be ſaid to have been a match ſufficient for the fleet 
of CounT DE GRrasss, although ſuperior in-number. No opi- 
nion will be given on this point; but from the whole of the con- 
duct, and, by keeping this ſtation ſo long in the face of ſuch a 
ſuperior force, it ſhould ſhow what might have been the fortu- 
nate iſſue had the Britiſh fleet at once been carried into the Cheſa- 
peak in ſupport of LoxD Cox NwALLIòs, in place of the vain and 
fruitleſs attempt of bringing the enemy to action, but a few months 
before, on the 5th of September 1781, which was alterwards's at- 
tended with ſuch dreadful conſequences . | 


About two or three years after theſe engagements off St. Chriſtophers, being | 
in converſation with a gentleman, an officer who commanded a ſhip there at the 
time, and who, rather offended with the obſervations expreſſed as above, (for he, it 
ſeems, had been of a different opinion from the Admiral, about the plan of the 
ſervice projected, ) upon being aſked, what truly had paſſed in his mind on ſeeing 
his gallant friend ComumopoRE AFFLECK wy to an anchor the rear of the 
fleet, while yet warmly engaged with the enemy? (for the ſhip commanded by this 
officer had been — the firſt in 18 van to be N ige to an eee Why TY 
* 
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ſays he, with an enthuſiaſtic agitation, « why ay, that was a magnificent ſight, a fight 
© the moſt intereſting that ever was ſeen ' And how was it the next day, while the 
enemy made their attack, and twice run down along your line from van to rear, 
without being able to make impreſſion upon a ſingle ſhip ? Why ay, returned he 
again, that was ſtill more glorious indeed ; and there was not a boy on board the 
© whole fleet, who did not feel he was a ſeaman.“ And a Britiſh ſeaman, thought I, a 
character the like of which never did in the world exiſt before. This is all I have 
to require was my reply; for it was the ſpirit and gallantry diſplayed in the exe- 
cution of the enterpriſe itſelf, which was the object of importance with me. 


Sin 


— 


INTRODUCTION. 


]* is with great pleaſure that we till are able to bring forward 


an accurate deſcription, and in all its great extent, of Sir 


Grorct BRYDGES RODNEY's moſt celebrated battle of the 12th 


of April ; and that the accuracy of this deſcription may be pro- 
perly ſupported, we have only to mention, that, beſides Lord 
RopNey's letters to the Admiralty, we have the teſtimony of 
the late Lord CRANSTOUN, one of the Captains of the Admiral's 
ſhip the Formidable. This very able and intelligent officer, who 
firſt took poſſeſſion of the Ville de Paris, Admiral CounT DE 
Grasse's ſhip, and was ſent home with the diſpatches, did me 
the honour to ſeek me out, and was ſo kind as to furniſh a num- 
ber of ſketches, and even to aſſiſt with a great part of the deſ- 


_ cription. Lord RoDNEY too himſelf, in a private letter of a date 


ſo late as 14th June 1789, has given an account, by way of nar- 
rative, of his tranſactions, campaign 1782, in which is included 
this battle of the 12th ny * 


Ws From 


* This letter was eranknited to me by a common friend, the late General Ro- 


bert Clerk; together with a copy of Naval Tactics, as printed January 1. 1782: which 
copy contains a number of. valuable marginal notes in his Lordſhip' s own hand 


1 


writing; but, coming too late they could not be introduced, though particular- 


lp relating to part firſt of this work, when reprinted and publiſhed 1790. 
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FROM THE LONDON GAZETTE. 


Admiraliy Office, 18th May 1782. 
Lord CRAnSTOUN, one of the Captains of his Majeſty's ſhip 
the Formidable, and Captain Brrow of the Andromache, in 
obich hip his Lordſhip came a paſſenger, arrived early this 
morning with diſpatches from Admiral Sir GRE DRYDGEs 
RopxEr, Bart. K. night of the Bath, and Commander in chief 
of bis Majefty's ſhips at the Leeward Iſlands, io MR $TE- 
PHENS, of which the following are copies. 


F. ormidable, at Sea, April 14. 1782. 


T has pleaſed God, out of his divine providence, to grant to 
his Majeſty's arms a moſt compleat victory over the fleet of his 
enemy, commanded by the CounT DE GRASSE, who is him- 
"ſelf captured with the Ville de Paris, and four other ſhips of his 
fleet, beſides one ſunk in the action. This important victory 
was obtained the 12th inſtant, after a battle which laſted, with 
unremitting fury, from ſeven in the morning till half paſt ſix 
in the evening, when the ſetting ſun put an end to the conteſt. 
Both fleets have greatly ſuffered; but it is with the higheſt ſa- 
tisfaction I can aſſure their Lordſhips, that though the maſts, 
ſails, rigging, and hulls of the Britiſh fleet are damaged, yet the 
loſs of men has been but ſmall conſidering the length of the bat- 
tle, and the cloſe action they ſo long ſuſtained, and in which 
both 


Sin G. B. RODNEY'S ENGAGEMENT. 15 


both fleets looked upon the honour of their king and country 
to be moſt eſſentially concerned. The great ſupply of naval 
ſores lately arrived in the Weſt Indies will, I flatter myſelf, ſoon 
repair all the damages his Majeſty's fleet has ſuſtained. | 
The gallant behaviour of the officers and men of the fleet, I 
have the honour to command, has been ſuch as muſt for ever 
endear them to all lovers of their king and country. The no- 
ble behaviour of my ſecond in command, Sir SAMUEL Hoop, 
who, in both actions, moſt conſpicuouſly exerted himſelf, de- 


mands my warmeſt encomiums. My third in command, Rear 
Admiral DRAKE, who, with his diviſion, led the battle on the 


12th inſtant, deſerves the higheſt praiſe ; nor leſs can be given 
to Commodore AFFLECK for his gallant behaviour in leading 
the centre diviſion. My own Captain, Six CHARLES Dou- 
GLAS, merits every thing I can poſſibly ſay ; his unremitted di- 
ligence and activity greatly eaſed. me in the unavoidable fatigue 
of the day. In ſhort, I want words to expreſs how ſenſible I 
am of the meritorious conduct of all the captains, officers, and 
men who had a ſhare in this glorious victory obtained by their 7 
gallant exertions. The enemy's whole army, conſiſting of 5500 
men, were on board their ſhips of war. The deſtruction among 
them muſt be prodigious, as, for the greateſt part of the ation, 
every gun told ; and their Lordſhips may judge what havoc muſt 
have been made, when the Formidable fired near eighty broad- 
des. „„ | | 
Inclofed, I have the honour to ſend, for their inſpection, the 

Britiſh' and French lines of battle, with the account of the kil- 
LH | led 


„ NAVAL TACTICS. 

led Fa wounded, and the damages ſuſtained by his Majeſty” 8 
fleet. Lord CRANSTOUN, who acted as one of the Captains of 
the Formidable during both actions, and to whoſe gallant behavi- 
our I'am much indebted, will have the honour of delivering theſe 
diſpatches. To him I muſt refer their Lordſhips for every minute 
particular they may wiſh to know, he being perfectly maſter of 
the whole tranſaction. That the Britiſh flag may for ever flou- 
riſh in every quarter of the globe is the moſt ardent with of him 
5 who has the honour of being, with great regard, | 
81A, Ke. 


(Signed) S. B. Ropxzx. 


Extract of a Letter om Sir G. B. Rop NEY to Mr Stephens 


Formidable, at Ses, April 14. 1784. 


ON che 5 of April, I received intelligence that the enemy 
were embarking their troops on board the ſhips of war, and con- 
cluded they intended to ſail in a very few days. Captain By- 
RON of the Andromache, an active, briſk, and diligent officer, 
wanckell their motions with ſuch attention, that, on the 8th in- 
ſtant, at day light, he made the ſignal of the enemy's coming 
out, and ſtanding to the north-weſt. I inſtantly made the ſignal 
to weigh; and having looked into the bays of Fort Royal and St 
Pierre, where no enemy's ſhips remained, I made the ſignal for 

a general chace ; and, before day-light, came up with the enemy 


under Dominique, where both fleets were becalmed, and conti- 
| nued 
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nued ſo for ſome time. The enemy firſt got the wind, and ſtood 
towards Guadaloupe. My van diviſion, under that gallant offi- | 
cer Rear Admiral Sir Samvzr, Hoop, received it next, and 
ſtood after them. At. nine the enemy began to cannonade my 
van, which was returned with the greateſt briſkneſs. The baffling | 

winds, under Dominique, did not permit part of the centre di- 
viſion to get into action with the enemy's rear till half paſt 
eleven, and then only the ſhip next to me in the line of battle. 
Their Lordſhips may eaſily imagine the mortification it muſt | 
have been to the ſixteen gallant officers commanding the ſhips 
of the rear, who could only be ſpectators of an action in which 
it was not in their power to join, being detained by the calms 
under Dominique. The enemy's cannonade ceaſed upon my 
rear's approach, but not before they had done conſiderable da- 
mage to the ſhips of the van, and diſabled the Royal Oak and 
Montague, and his Majefty had loſt a gallant officer, viz. Captain 
BAYNE of the Alfred, and a number of officers and ſeamen, 8 | 
mentioned in the account tranſmitted to their Lordſhips; but ſuch 
was the ſteady behaviour of Sir SAMUEL Hoop, and the ſhips 
of the van, that the enemy received more damage than they oc- 
caſioned. The night of the gth inſtant the fleet lay to, to repair 
their damages. The 1oth, they continued to turn to windward 
under an eaſy ſail, the enemy's fleet continuing to do the ſame, | 
and always had it in their power to come to action, which they 
cautiouſly avoided, and rendered it impoſſible for me to force 
them in the ſituation they were in, between the Saints and 
the iſland of Dominique. On the 11th of April, the enemy hav- 
ing gained conſiderably to windward, and the wind blowing a 
: | oo freſh 
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freſh and fteady gale, I made the ſignal for a general chace to 
windward, which continued the whole day. Towards ſun-ſet, 
ſome of the headmoſt ſhips of the fleet had approached near to 
one of the enemy's ſhips that had received damage in the late ac- 
tion, and had certainly taken her if Cour DE GRAssE had 
not bore down with his whole fleet for her protection, which 
brought him ſo near, that I flattered myſelf he would give me 
an opportunity of engaging him the next day. With that view I 


threw out the ſignal for the form of ſailing, and ſtood with the 


whole fleet to the ſouthward till two o'clock in the morning ; 
then tacked, and had the happineſs, at day-light, to find my moſt 
ſanguine defire was near being accompliſhed, by my having it 
in my power to force the enemy to battle. Not one moment 
was loſt in putting it into execution : The couſequence has been 
ſuch as I have had the honour to repreſent in my former letter 
of this day; and can ſay no more than that too much praiſe can- 
not be given to the gallant officers and men of the fleet 1 kad the 
honour to command. e | Fare. 


15 Gipned) os 15 BY 


> | The 


| The Defeription of the Baltles of the gib and 12th of 
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April 1 782, Sought between the Britiſh 8. guadron, 


| Commanded by Six GEORGE Barpors Ropxkv, and | 


the French Squadron 9. CounT DE GRASSB. 


N Monday, the 8th of April 1782, - ſignal was tnade from | 
the Britiſh cruiſers off Fort Royal Bay, Martinico, that 
the French fleet, attended by a number of tranſports, were then 


got under way. Our fleet immediately weighed from Grofle 
Iſlet Bay, St Lucia, and ſtood after them to the northward under 
the welt end of Martinico, and ſoon got fight of part of their 


men of war. The purſuit was continued, during the night, with 


all the ſail that could be made, directed by the enemy's night fig- 


nals. The wind a freſh gale at N. E. by E. At two in the morn- 
ing, the Valiant, being to wind ward, diſcovered the enemy under 


the north end of the iſland of Dominica. At three o'clock the 


fleet brought to by ſignal. The enemy at that time n bear- 


ing north, &c. 


5 Plate XV. fig. 1. A, The Britiſh fleet, at two in the morning 


of the gth of April, diſcovering part of the French fleet under 


the north end of Dominica at F; at three o'clock brought to by 
ſignal ; at half paſt five the ſignal was thrown out to prepare for 
battle. The line to be formed at two cables length aſunder,, 


and the "wy to fill and ſtand on. 
6 


& * 
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G, The French fleet afterwards, at five in the morning, on 
a che ſtarboard tack, working to windward in the Channel, between 
the iſlands of Dominica and Guadaloupe, where _ had a 
ſteady breeze. Fa 

H, One of the enemy 8 hips, at this time ſo far to leeward, 
that ſhe muſt have been taken had not the wind failed us, while 
the had it- fo freſh as ſerved her ſoon to recover her ſtation. ; 


Plate XV. fig. 2. A, The van of the Britiſh Navis at laſt got 
the breeze, fetched up with the center of the enemy, ſtill upon 
the ſtarboard tack, when they Tere fired upon about nine o'clock, 
where, for the ſpace of an hour, they ſuſtained a diſtant cannon- 
ade from as many of the 'enemy's ſhips as could be brought to 
bear upon them, The centre and rear, in the mean. time, lying | 
Kill, becalmed undef the ifland of Dominica, at B. : | 

F, The French fleet not all in order of battle, as ſome of their 
figs were endeavouring to > work to windward, | | 


Plate XV. kg. S A, The centre of iis Britiſh ag after- 
wards got the breeze, joined the van about noon, when-the ac- 
tion, after an interval of two hours, was renewed; but the Duke, 
the Formidable's ſecond a- ſtern, was the ſternmoſt ſhip engaged 
upon this occaſion; the 16 thips i in the rear Uyiſion, and a-ftern 
of her, not being ,, + ages 

B, The van of the Britiſh. | OT og 

The center now having od the van, the cannonade was 
continued an hour and three quarters, until the rear, which had, 
in the mean while, been becalmed, at C, * to * and cloſe 


the line —_ as at D. $ 


i 


„ 
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9 The enemy who, during all this FI kept as-uſual ſuch 
a diſtance; as ſhewed that they meant to diſable, as ſoon as they 
ſaw the junction of the whole-Britiſh'' fleet, hauled off to wind- 
ward, tacking from the van, as per line of courſe H, I. 
G, The enemy's fleet of e ee _ to wind- 

ward of the Saints. 11 ut 

The enemy did not at firſt appear to Yan ſuffered wt but 
oon after, however, one of them ſeemed to be crippled; and, af- 
terwards, we found two had received ſo much hurt that they 
were obliged to bear away: to Baſſa Terre, Guadaloupe; to. refit; 
ſo that they were not in a the and action, which was afterwards 


fought on the 22th *. - 
The 10th of April was irene in refitting and keeping our wind 


and ſifting the van and ear 5 as * van had er. 


in bean of the ae 


. * +: 

; 52 

11 1 
EL * 


* B "TMs Revcin's Mirage b in lis private letter above mentioned; 

About two o'clock in the morning, of the gth of April, the Britiſh fleet came 
up with the enemy's under Dominique; both were becalmed; the enemy firſt got 
© the wind. and ſtood. towards Guadaloupe 5. the-Boitiſh: van followed; as did the 
6 centre, when the breeze reached them. The enemy attacked the van, and. a can 
© nonade enſued, but it ceaſed when the Admiral and his two ſeconds Joined his, 
© van, Iii vain, when: the Admiral got a-breaſt of the Ville de Paris, he laid his 
c main-top-ſail a. back for the French Admiral to bear down and engage; ; he kept 

his diſtance ; and plainly. indicated it was not his buſineſs to bring on a battle; 'as 
c the enemy's whole fleet had got the wind, and could have brought them to · on · 
« gage half of the Englifh. Admiral Roper had his ſignal ready to wear, and 
« ftand to kis rear, ſeven fail of which were becalmed at a very conſiderable dif. 
c tance; bowerer the enemy would not riſk the attack, -_ the —_— ſo re 


=" SPY: et the centre. 


F 
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Plate XVI. fig. 4. A, The Britiſh fleet, in the morning of the 
11th, perceiving two diſabled ſhips under the iſlands. of Saints, 
at G; chaſed them into Baſſa Terre, Guadaloupe; but ſ6on after 
diſcovering two others far to windward, and diſabled, at H, near 
the north end of Dominica, a general chace was ordered, (only 
three or four of the French fleet were at this time viſible, at 
I, from the Formidable's maſt head). But, upon the Agamem- 
non and others, at B, coming near the ſhips, at H, CounT DE 
GRASSE, though far to windward, bore down, as at F, to pro- 
tect his two diſabled ſhips. Upon this the Agamemnon, and 
the other ſhips, advanced in the purſuit ; upon the ſignal to call 
| in 5 1 Fa they returned to their OY ſtations * the line. 


| Plate XVI. fig. 5. A, The Britiſh | cet, at two o'clock in the” 
morning of the 12th, after having run to the ſouthward from B, 
their poſition the evening before, having taken advantage of tue 
wind, as at W, which generally hauls to the northward in the 
Weſt Indies in the evening. At which time, (viz. two o'clock,) 
having tacked to the northward, the French were diſcovered broad 
under their lee-bow in ſome confuſion, at F; and one of their | 
ſhips was directly to leeward, at G, with her bow-ſprit gone, and 
her fore-maſt acroſs her fore-caſtle, towed by a * and the 
wind at E. S. E., as at Z. 

C, The Valiant and Monarch were e Sa from this 
rear to engage this diſabled ſhip with her conſort, which obliged 
CouNT DE GRASSE to edge down, as at H, to their protec- 
tion. 


D, The v van of the Britiſh out 4 or 50 clock, leading o on the 9 
ſtarboard 
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ſtarboard tack ; and the Admiral judging the Cour Dz GRASS 
might now have got ſo far to leeward, by the laſt mentioned 
movement, that it would not be poſſible for him to avoid an 
action, the Valiant and Moaarch, the ſhips i in — were or- 


? 


dered into their ſtations . | 
I, The French aware of: their ſituation, forming « on a larboard 
mis - and the wind afterwards coming about from E. S. E. to 
nearly eaſt, as at Y, they conceived hopes of regaining their 
uſual fighting diſtance, more eſpecially as their van, at this * 
began to point to win of the Britiſh. 70 | 


Plate XVII. fig. 6. A, The Britiſh fleet. 
F, The nen fleet; - their ere . having gained the- 


| wind. 
At balf paſt ſeven in 3 the M. Abe the lead- 
ing * of the van of che Britiſh, n fetched the fifth ſhip- 5 
OO 3 | „ 
A : : So >. | 0 ; 
2 ee 8 N arrative continued. 
c « The roth and 11th April were employed in endeavouring to — the enemy : 
« to battle; and on the 11th, late i in the afternoon, the enemy bore down to pro- 
c tet two of their ſhips, who were in danger of being cut off. This brought them 
eto the poſition the Admiral wiſhed: he inſtantly iſſued orders to fail during the 
„night, according to the order of ſailing; to put all lights out; to ſtand to the 
« ſouthward till two o'clock in the morning; and then the whole fleet to tack 
« without ſignal. This deceived the enemy, who had no conception that the Bri- 
< tiſh fleet 8 be ſo near them at day light, and inſtantly formed the line of 
battle upon the ſtarboard tack ; the enemy formed their's upon the larboard tack ; 
0 and had made the fignal to wear, but the nearneſs of the Britiſh fleet pre- 
« vented. its being put in execution; and the Britiſh fleet taking the lee-gage, the 


Admiral made the ſignal to engage and cloſe.” 


* * * * * 8 N . A Z * Le : * * 3 > 4 5 f 5 K — 5 } "4 f 2 
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of the Ine of the enemy, was fired upon *. When 9 
: for _ ener age to _ _ ys were earns . 
by! zit 5 4 i wa Ions i 
Plate XII. fie. = Ry The van of the Briciſh ranging flow- 
ly and cloſely (but on oppoſite tacks). * the i hne, 
each ſhip giving, and receiving a heavy fire. * 
5 | F, The enemy's fleet having gained the whis, | ranging in ike 
manner in oppoſite directions. | 
B, The Formidable, the Admiral's ſhip, not bearing away, but 
habla the wind, &c. at the time when the two fleets:might be 
ſuppoſed to be completely a-breaſt of each other. | 
Plate XVII. fig. 8: A, The-Formidable, the Britiſh Admi- 
ras ſhip, after having given her firſt fire to the enemy's fifth 
ſhip, and having paſſed the Ville de Paris F F, and her ſeconds 
almoſt in contact, kept her wind, and piercing the enemy's line 
between the fourth and fifth ſhip aſtern of CounT DR GRras- 
88's own ſhip, the Ville de Paris, was followed by the Namur 
and 4 the two next * Allen 1. * which ane bold, 


8 A oy and 
— 


N B. This * Marlborough, hening f fetched the fifth ſhip as ; mention- 
ed; and after ſuffering: a. cannonade from 31 ſhips, the remaining part of: the 
enemy's line, along the whole of which ſhe had run, and cloſe under their lee; in 
performing this and other ſervice, from the ninth to this ann * 
fm. r 

$4 OS IEEE lee Roser e Nawrative contined - f 
| he Britiſh Admiral's ſhip, : the- Formidable, reached'the- cnomy's fourth: av 
<from their van, and began a very cloſe action within half muſket ſhort, and: conti- 
ned ſuch action cloſe along the. enemyꝰs line, under an eaſy fail; till: an · opening 


„ 
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22d new mode of attack, the enemy 't line wen ur only cut in 
twain, their van from their rear, but the headmoſt ſhips. af 
their rear diviſion, then coming up, were W to lee- 


Ward, as at G. 2 
3 The van of the Britiſh il ranging _ the bong 
part of the enemy's rear. 

C, The rear of the Britiſh line following up after the Admi- 
ral. ® 

H, The Glorieuſe, the laſt ſhip of the van of the. bit, | 


ſtretching paſt the rear of the Britiſh line. | 
| p Pla'e 

appeared at the third ſhip aftern of the enemy's Admiral, which gave an oppor- 

© tunity'of breaking their line, and putting their rear in the utmoſt confuſion 

« when fix of their ſhips, falling on board each other, in that condition, the Admi- 

© ral and diviſion attacked them, tore them to pieces, and the moment oy bad 

- diſengaged themſelves, they bore away right before the wind.” e 


Whether it was between the third and fourth ſhip that the line was 8 
detween the fourth and fifth ſhip, as the text has it, is of little moment. But we 
cannot well omit the following anecdote as related to me by the late Admiral C. 
IncLis. He commanded the St. Albans, one of the next ſhips a- ſtern of the For- 
midable, in cutting the French line. When he got along ſide of this ihip H, 
ſuppoſed to be the Glorieuſe, the laſt of the van diviſion of the enemy, where it 
was cut aſunder from the rear, he remarked that ſhe did not return a ſingle gun, 
nor was any body to be ſeen on board, but one man upon the poop; and fome ac- 
cidental muſket-ſhot being fired by the marines, this poor fellow dropped, and was 
no more to be ſeen. After Captain Inctrs had paſſed on a-head, direQing lis at- 
tention ſtill to this ſhip H, as well as to the Canada, the Britiſh ſhip which follow- 
ed him next a ſtern, he obſerved that neither did the Glorieuſe return a gun to 
this ſhip: But the Canada, pouring in a whole broadſide into the Glorieuſe, fo 
dreadful was the appearance to Captain IxcLIs, who ſaw the duſt, the pieces of 
timber, and ſmoke which flew to a great diſtance from the ſide oppoſite to that 
where ſhe had received the blow, it ſeemed as if the ſhip (literally ſpeaking) had 
been blown out of the water, and as if the whole in a maſs had been driven to 
windward. : . G 


. _— 
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Plate XVII. fig. 9. A, B, C, The. Formidable, Namur, and 
Duke, after having cut the line, kept up a powerful raking fire up- 
on theſe ſhips of the rear diviſion of the enemy, which they before 


had forced to lee ward, and which are now going off before the | 


wind, as at G. 
D, The rear of the Britiſh, * Sir 8. Heads , following up 
after the Admiral. 


E, The van of the Britiſh, under. * e of Admiral 


DzAke. | | | 
G, The headmoſt ſhips. of the rear Aide of 1 enemy, 


which were forced to leeward by the Formidable, &c. having 
got into a huddle, or group. were, for ſome time; expoſed to a 


cannonade from three ſhips, the Formidable, the Namur, and 


the Duke; when the whole of this rear diviſton of the French 


line, conſiſting of the rear and part of the centre, now under the 


conduct of Mr Bougainville, as ſoon as the Britiſh van had 


ſtretched paſt, put before the wind with all the ſaib that could be 


< 


carried, eſcaping through the gap, . evidently made in the Bri- 


tiſh line, between the van and the attack made by the Formida- 
ble; which part of the enemy's fleet, for diſtinction's ſake, ſhall 


be called the northern diviſion of flight, which was not purſued. - 
F, The van of the enemy, ſtretched paſt the rear r of | the Bri- 


| tiſh line, preparing to break into two diviſions. 
H, The middle diviſion which. made to the welt, 


Plate XVIII. fig. 10. So foon as the van diviſion of wh: ene 
my had ſtretched paſt the rear of the Britith line, in bearing 
away, it broke into two diviſions; one, conſiſting of ſeven ſhips, 


cee 1A weſt, as at H, and which may be called the middle di- 
Te £ _ vition; 
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viſion; the other, taking a S. S. W. courſe, conſiſting of about 
12 or 13 ſhips, and where CounT. DE GRAsSE. was himſelf, 
making the ſouthern diviſion of flight, as at . 
A, The Formidable, with part of the centre, putting about! in 
2 gurſult of the enemy's van. | 

B, The rear of the Britiſh line — about for the purſuit 
alſo. The ſignal for the rear to cloſe the centre being ſoon af- 
ter made, both theſe diviſions, in purſuit of the ſouthern divi- 
ſion F, where CounT DE GRASSE was himſelf, piſſed to wind- 
ward of the n. iddle diviſion of the enemy. H, without annoying it. 

E, The Britiſn van. | 

F, The © 0UNT DE GRASSE, with the ſcourkiies ae Hy- : 
2 ing under every ſail. he could tet, purtucd: by the rear and part 
of the centre of the Britiſh, and ſteering a S. O. W. courſe. It 
was from this diviſion of the enemy from which all the captures 
were afterwards. made. : = * 
l H, The middle diviſion of the enemy Rocking a more weſterly 

courſe; and, as they were rot. purſued, they did not carry a preſs 

ol ſail; but, repairing the damage they had received, waited for, 
and the ſame evening, after it was dark, rejoined the ſhips of 
the louthern diviſion which had eſcaped t e purſuit. 
S8, Mr Bougainville, with the rear diviſion of the enemy, 
erowding fail, and faſt advancing to the weſtward... + 4 


| Plate XVIII. 7 2. 11 the breaking of the van, Kviſion of 
; the enemy, the ſouthern diviſion, which had at firſt ſteered to 
the 8. 8. W. as at K, ſoon afterwards got with their heads to 
the northward, as at F, with the view of rejoining their other di- 
| viſions, and forming a new line of battle to leeward, COUNT 
DE, 
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DE Gragse making repeated ſignals for that purpoſe; but ſee- 
ing. after every pains taken, theſe ſignals without effec, and, at 
the ſame time, perceiving, if this northerly courſe was continu- 
ed, that the line of the Britiſh purſuit would thereby be much 
ſhortened, he changed his direction again, and is now, about two 
-o'clock in the 4% were with his We ws to the 8. 8. W. as 


at by | * 
A and B, The centre and rear of the Britiſh in part o of the 
ſouthern diviſion of the enemy. 


C, The van of the Britiſh. 

G, The rear diviſion of the enemy advancing full farther to 
the weſtward. | 
H, The middle diviſion of the enemy, not being purſued, 1 un- 
der an * ſail repaired their damage. 


Plate XVIIL 1 fig 12. F, The ſouthern diviſion of the enemy - 
with their heads again to the northward, at fix o'clock, at ſun ſet, 
having run through the dotted line of courſe H H, in which 
they were outſailed, and turned from their ſoutherly direction, 
by the Britiſh ſhips i in purſuit, as at A. ; | 
During this purſuit, five ſhips were taken from the enemy. The 
 Glorieuſe having loſt her maſts by the fire which ſhe received in 
the morning, while ranging paſt to windward, ſtruck to the 
fleet at 12 o'clock, upon their bearing away large for the purſuit, 
The Cæſar ſtruck to the Centaur at four o' clock. — The Hector, Fa 
at half paſt four, ſtruck to the Canada and Alcide.—The Ardeat, 
a little after five, ſtruck to the Belliqueux and Prince William. 
And the Ville de Paris, Cou NT Ds GRASssE, at fix o'clock, 


about 
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about ſan fet, ſtruck to the Barfleur and Canada. At this time 
Cob Nr DE GRASS E had got above five leagues to the weſtward 
and leeward of the field of battle; and, night immediately coming on, 
Admiral Rop ET thought proper to give over e purſuit“. 
Gp 6-07 5 555 1: Lond Rewiey's Narrative continued. | 5 7 
c 8 DE GRASSE, in the Ville de Paris, having behaved ct bravely, and his 
* ſhip being entirely crippled, and three Britiſh Admirals being very near him, ſtruck 
© his flag about ten minutes after the ſun had ſet. Admiral Ropxer made the ſig- 
© nal for a night battle; but looking about him, and obſerving that his fleet were 
greatly diſperſed ; that two of his 90 gun : ſhips were totally diſabled z his own | 
(the Formidable) greatly damaged; that his van and center were much hurt; that 
none of the priſoners from the captured ſhips were taken out; that a very dark 
© night, of twelve hours, was come on, he thought it moſt prudent to make ſure of i 
© the victory, and not run the riſk of a reverſe of fortune, or the danger of a night 
© battle, wherein his own fleet might receive more damage from one another than 
© from the ſhips of the enemy; that, by running to leeward in the night, the ene- 
©my might deceive him by ordering ſome of their frigates to hoiſt the lights of 
© their Admirals, and ſteer a courſe to lead him (RoDNey) a different. courſe from 
them; and as the night was extremely dark, being the firſt day of a new moon, 
« they might have hauled their wind to the north, or to the ſouth, without being 
« ſeen, at the ſame time they moſt carefully had hid all lights whatever. The bri- 
c tiſh fleet, by purſuing, might have found themſelves far to leeward in the morn- 
© ing, without a poſſibility of their getting to windward by the crippled condition they 
were in. Theſe reaſons, and his experience of a night battle, induced the Ad- 
- © miral to ſecure the victory, and not to hazard-a reverſc of fortune; ; he therefore 
© made the Ggnal for the Britiſh fleet to bring to, on the ſtarboard tack, then fo 
« dark that one ſhip could not ſee another. Day-light the next morning proved 
© the wiſdom of that ſignal; for notwithſtanding it was the duty of every ſhip' to 
«© obey it, thirteen made ſail, yet not one of them fired a ſhot, or came up with 
an enemy. This was a convincing proof of what might have happened had the 
| < whole fleet gone to leeward, and the enemy have hauled their wind ; not only 


c the captured ſhips might kave been re-taken, but ſome of the Britiſh crippled 
© been taken. 


_— 
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By ſaying that theſe ſhips of the enemy ftruck to 5 Putter 
ſhips of the Britiſh, is meant only, that theſe of our ſhips men- 
tioned were engaging the prizes cloſe at the inſtant of hauling 
down their colours, while the whole of the fleet was ſurround-. 


* 
* 


ing them at the time. 
, Monſieur Bou GAINVILLE, with the rear diviſion ef the 


enemy, advanced now above ten leagues to the weſtward and to 


the lee ward of the field of battle. 
I, The middle diviſion of the enemy, conſiſting of ſeven hive, 


having waited for, rejoined the ſhips of the- ſouthern diviſion, 
which afterwards effected an eſcape *. 55 
Line 
* Lord RoDxer's Narrative 3 | . 
On the morning of the 13th, frigates were diſpatched to St Chriſtophers HIP ] 
© Euſtatia to ſee if any of the enemy's ſhips had theltered themſelves in thofe 
© roads; upon the report returned, that none were there, but that ſome ſhips had 
paſſed theſe iſlands in a crippled ſtate, Rear Admiral Hoop, and his dwiſion, were 
© {ent to intercept ſuch ſhips as might go to the ſouth fide of Porto Rico and St 
c Domingo, while Admiral RoDxN&y took care of the prizes and his own ſhattered 
« ſhips, who ſo ſoon as he was enabled to put his ſquadron in a condition to bear 
« away, he got to St Domingo, where Admiral Hoop ſoon. joined him with two 
other enemy's ſhips of the line, which had been taken in the Mona Paſſage. | 
« On the Britiſh fleet arriving off Cape Tib-roun, the weſt end of St Domingo, 
« Admiral Hoop was ſent with a fleet of 25 ſail of the line to blocade the iſland of 
 « St Dominge, while Admiral RoDx+ *, himſelf, bore away for Port Royal, Ja- 
© maica, with the prizes, and thoſe of his ſhips which were moſt ſhattered, and 
« with the view of having the whole put in repair. The enemy's ſhattered ſhips, in 
the mean time, made their eſcape to the Havanna, ſome to America, and ſome 
even to France; and the Britiſh fleet, within a month, were completely refitted, 
« ſtored, and manned. The van was gone out of harbour; the centre going; and 
Admiral Rop NET himſelf, with the whole fleet, in purſuit of the enemy to Ame- 
« rica, was ready to leave Jamaica the next day, when Admiral Picor arrived 
6 from England, and took the command. | ; 


— 


Line of Battle of the Britiſh Fleet inder the Command of Sir G. B. Rodney, ( the er 
Oak te lead on the flarboard tuck, and the Marlborough an the larboard tack, with 
the Iift of the killed and ne in bith the battles of the gib and 12th of April. 


The damage which the ſhips in the van ſuſtained in the battle of 


the gth, made it ne- 


ceſſary that this order of the line ſhould be reverſid ; and Sir Francis Drake's diviſion 
becoming the van, the Marlborough, as the * Hip, , led the fleet on the 12th 4 


April. 


Ships. 
Royal Oak, 
Montague, 
Yarmouth, 
Valiant, 
Baifleur, 
Monarch, 
Warrior, 
Balliqucux, 
Centaur, 
Magnificent, 


Prince William, 


Bedford, 


Ajax, 
Re pulſe, 
Canada, 


St Albans, j- 


46 L 
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Commanders, 7 

Capt. Durn e,, - - 

—— Bayne, EE: " 825 

— Bowen, <= «= - 
 =— Parry, = _ — 

— Goodall, * % 5 9 
1% S. Hood, Bart. N 

Capt. Knight, on £ PP 


Rynolds, or - - - 
—— dir James a — ® 
Sutherland, - OS 
Ingltield, - 323 
— Linzee, „ SW 
— Witkinſon, „ a - 


Commodore Affleck 


Capt. Graves, - 

—— Charriagton, +-< # -» — 
Vumarei que, „ 
Hon. W. Cornwallis, 


ͤ— Laglis, o 


Namur, - Fal ſhaw, * - 
Sir G. B. Rodney Commander in Chief, 
Formidable, rape =. e 
— Lord Cranſtoun, 

. Duke, — Gardner, ' 5 = — m_—_ — 
Ag:memnon, — Caldwell. 1 
Rclolution, Tord Robert- Manners, - - 
Preochee, - —— Buckner, -_ » - = - » 
Hercules, —— Savage, — - - * 
America, —— 8. Thomſon, -. = ou 2 
Ruſſell, — $aumarez,. . — Ms 
Prudent, — Barklay, = 
Fame, , ——- Barber, — — 15 
Anton, — Blair, _ — Wes nt 
Torvay, . ——— Gicoin, on < DEE 
Prince George, —— Williams, 1 — 
Prince ſiã far S. Drake, Eſq: j 4 5 

P apt. Knatchbull, : 
Conqueror, Balfour, — 
Nontuch,  —— Trufcott, 3 
Alcide, — C. Thomſon, — - - 
Arrogant, ' — Corniſh, - =» . _ = 

Marlborough, — Penny, „ 
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FRIGATES. 
Pre er ur in the action. * v0 
Champion to repeat, 
Zebra, 
Alecto, 
Endymion, 
Ala! m, 
Andromache, 
Flora, to repeat ſignals, 
Alert, 
Triton, 
Euridice, to repeat eln 


22 „ ws; 


Guns. 3 K illed. Wounded 
74 600 8 30 
74 600 22 2 
74 600 12 37 
64 Jos.» 14 33 

494 ee x0 28 
90 767 IO 2) 
74 600 =_ 83 
74 600 5 21 
64 Foo 4 10 
74 60 
4ͤ “ 1 
64 500 
74 617 17 
74 550 9 = 
64 500 3 IF 
74 600 12 23 

00 6 
90 750 6 25 
90 750 T5 39 
90 750 13 6r 
64, 500 I5 22 
74 600 3 34 
64 500 5 25 
74 600 7 19 

— 64 8 5oo 1 1 
74 600 10 29 
64 . goo . 

74 550 3 12 
64 500 3 13 
74 600 Io 25 
go. 750 9 24 
7⁰ $77 3 22 

1 600 7 23 
64 500 3 3 
74 600 
260 600 | 
74 600 3 16 
64 

2640 

Not prgſent in the ach. 
Lizard, 
La Nymph, 
Convert, 
Fortune 
Sybil, 
Pegaſus, 
Salamander, 
Germain, 
Blaſt, 

10 Santa Monica. 
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Gune, 
La Ville de Paris, - . — - — 110 
l L'Auguſte, - - - — — 4 
Le Due de Burgogne, — — - - — 
La Lan | - - ” . = n 80 5 
Le Neptune, - - — 2 - V - 80 
a La Zelle. 3 . 
5 La Glorieuſe, - - . - 74 
La Citoyen, ow. - — * - - 74 
Le Souverain, — — — — — — 74 
FS. | | La Magnanime, - - - ” o = 74. 
? Le Cz - _ : - - = — 74 
| Le Hector, th - - — = - 74 
Le Pluton, ** . - - 74 
5 Le Hercule, 3 — — — — — 74 
| - Le Scipion, - — - 8 — - a7 
La Couronne, - - - - - - - 
Arrived with the Breſt eonvoy, S Dauphin Royal, - - 8 - 74 
La Magnifique, - - w - - - 74 f 
e, - ES 2 6 3 - 74 | 
* Bien Aime, i $i - = — — - 74 
La Sceptre, * - — — - — 74 
Le Northumberland, — - - — — 74 
La Conquerant, Sa - „ - - - 74 
La Marſeilloiſe, 755 * BIS 7 - - - 74 p 
Le Palmire, „ - - IIS 
L' Ardent, - - - - - - 64 
L'Eveille, - - 312 - '. * 64 
Fl Le ( zaton, - - @ - — 5 64 
Le Jaſon, — — — — — — 64 
La-Ficr, armes en flute, - - . - 64 
** 5 ingtaur, dirto, — " * _ - 74 
- a Brave, = - - Y = 74 
Joined at 8t Kitts, J Le Tciomphant, - - - - = - B80 
Le St Eſprit, . - - — - - = 4 80 
Out of repair. Le Deſtin, - - - _ - - " 74 
$15 Reflechi, - - - - - . 64 
Le Sagittaire, - 5 » 6 - — 56 
ö L' Experiment, * - - - _ 5e 
Thirteen Frigates, _—_ 
Seven armed Brigs, 
One Cutter. 


Total, 36 of the line, two 50 gun ſhips, x3 frigates, 7 armed brigs, 2 fire ſhips, and 7 cutter, 


- „ e 


— 
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OBSERVATIONS on the BATTLES of the gth and 12th 
ur; * | April en 


5 — 


hh the ron if theſs Aftons, there will be Hund a compla 
os _ Hytration of the following particular. : 


8 *77 9 
8? *1-7 & 


; 15 The difficulty which an enemy 8 fleet will find. in making 
AN eſcape to windward. 5 

2. That the crippling of ſome of his ſhips will be a neceſſary 
conſequence of the efforts made to effect this eſcape. | 

„3. That the protection given to ſhips crippled i in conſequence 
of theſe effotts, as it was the cauſe of bringing on the actions of 
both the gth and 12th, and had nearly produced a an action on 
the roth, — will alſo be a cauſe of bringing on an action on all: 
e ei of the like vature, or in like circumſtances. ol 


ry 
IT mg 145 . — 2 
F 25 = 


2 10 The rats made . the Bri 8 FRE 4 in af. the 9th, may 


de confidered'; as an example of the ſimple attack; ; and ſhews how 


OY may b be expected from any rencounter betereen two fleets 
on the fame tack, when an attempt ſhall be made from the lee- 

The jndicious movement made by the Britiſh fleet, from a 
northerly courſe to a ſoutherly one, on the night between the 
r1th and 12th, as it ſhews the advantage that may be made by a 
change of wind, at the ſame time ſhews the neceſſity of attention 
to ſuch periodical changes. For, it was by this means only that 


| 
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the Britiſh fleet got within reach of the enemy on the _ 
| of the 12th April. 


The little loſs ſuſtained by fleets, while ranging paſt an 1 enemy” $ 


line, particularly exemplified in the caſe of the leading ſhip, the 
Marlborough, in this battle, as well as in others, viz. the three 


battles formerly mentioned, the 27th July 1778, the 15th and 
- 19th May 1780, ſufficiently and incontravertibly ſhould eſtabliſh 
how little can be effected by the rencounter of two adverſe fleets 
paſſing on oppoſite tacks, without having ſomething more im- 
portant in view than the ſimply effecting the ſaid paſſage. 

From the facility with which the Formidable, the Admiral's ſhip, 
kept her wind, and forced her paſſage through the line of the ene- 
my, and the neceſſary conſequence that the headmoſt ſhips of the : 
rear diviſion muſt thereby be forced and driven to leeward, 
ſhould, with certainty, eſtabliſh, that breaking or cutting an ene- 
my's line, by an attack from the leeward, is not only a practical 
manoeuvre, but a manoeuvre attended with little additional danger, : 
or riſk of ſhipping ; and that, with the- ſame facility, and with 
cequal probability of ſucceſs, 1 it might have been attempted, in for- 
mer reneounters, as already mentioned “. And although Ad- 
miral RopNEx, in either of his former rencounters, of the 15th 
or 19th of May, had not then been convinced of the importance 
of this manoeuvre,—ſtill having been the firſt to put it in ex- 
ecution, as on this occaſion of the 12th April, he has acquired 
a name renowned over the whole world, as well as among his 


countrymen, 


* Keppel's engagement of tht 27th Jul 1778, and Rbaueys two engagements 
of the 15th and 19th May 1780. | | 
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-countrymen, who muſt ever remember this eſſential effort of ſer- 
vice with the utmoſt gratitude. : T7 

The glorious conſequences, from having .cut and Sivided the 
enemy's line on this occaſion, as they may be admitted to be il- 
luſtrations of the foregoing demonſtrations, may alſo be admit- 
| ted as a proof of what ought to be expected im future on every 
fimilar occaſion. 443 | 
The hurry and precipitation with which the rear diviſion of 
the enemy made their eſcape through the gap in the Britiſh line, 
as it ſhewed their apprehenſions, ſhould alſo be a proof of the 
danger of their ſituation. 

The effort to eſcape, made by the van diviſion of the enemy, 
as it confirms the general poſition, their deſire of evading a con- 
flict, confirms alſo tlie idea of that ſuperiority of Britiſh ſeamen, 
which ſeems, indeed, to have been inconteſtable from the be- 
ginning of the whole affair to the end thereof. 

The manner by which the van of the Britiſh was rendered al- 
moſt without effect ſhews that the rear diviſion of the enemy, 
and not the van, ought to have been the object of purſuit *. 

The proximity of the rear of the Britiſh to the rear diviſion 
of the enemy, ſhould ſufficiently point out the 12152 of purſuit 
they alſo ſhould have choſen “. 

Therefore the Britiſh line, van and rear, not having been 
prepared to take advantage of their neceſſary mutual 3 
to the rear diviſion of the enemy was a loſs * 

Again, the rear diviſion of the Britiſh, by wad been obliged 
to put about ſhip, in purſuit of the van of the 'enemy, already 
got ſome number of miles diſtant, is a full confirmation of the 

: hypotheſis 


Vie Attack with the centre, Part 11. pages 28, 29, 30, and 31. 
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dypothefis laid down, That * purſuit of 4 rear diviſiom, 
off from the van of an enemy's fleet paliing on IS: 
ought, in: Penerah to be preferred. Abe 1 


* 1 * 


Lafth „The facility with which the rear of tis Britich came 
up with the flying van of the enemy, after conſideration had to 
all the foregoing circumſtances, without doubt ſhews, that neither 
was there any inferiority of failing. in iche Britiſh tips on this 
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BA TTL ES between the Engliſh and French 
Squadrons in the Eaſt Indies, 1782. 


Extract of a Letter from SiR EDWARD Huchks, Bart, to M. 
STEPHENS, dated on board tbe Superbe, at Sea, of the Coaft of 
Coromandel, 4¹ _ 1969. * 


SAIL ED on the 31ſt of Janne from Trincomale for Madras 
1 Road, in order to get a ſupply of proviſions and ftores, of 
both which the ſhips were then-in want. 

On the 8th of February I anchored in Madras Road; and the 
ſame day received advice from LoxD MACARTNEy, the go- 
vernor of that place, that a French ſquadron, conſiſting of thirty 

fail of ſhips and veſſels, was at anchor about twenty leagues to the 
northward of that port. In the afternoon of the gth, Captain 
Aims, in his Majeſty 8 ſhip, Monmouth, with the Hero, Iſis, and 
the armed tranſport, Manilla, joined me in the road. I continued 
to uſe all poſſible diligence in getting the neceſſary ſtores and 
_ proviſions on board the ſeveral ſhips, until the 15th of February, 
when the enemy's ſquadron, conſiſting of 12 fail of line of battle | 
ſhips, 6 frigates, 8 large tranſports, and 6 captured veſſels, came 
in fight to the northward, ſtanding for Madras Road ; and, about | 

noon, the ſame day, anchored about four miles without the road. 
In the mean time, I placed his Majeſty's ſhips in the moſt advan- 


tageous manner to defend themſelves, and the other ſhips in the 
K | | road, 


7. 
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road, with ſprings on their kites; that they might bring their 


broadſides to bear more ſy on the * ſhould they 


attempt an attack. | 

At four in the 1 the enemy 1 and | Rood to the 
ſouthward, when I immediately made the ſignal to weigh, and 
ſtood after them, having received on board a detachment of 300 
officers and men of his Majeſty's 98th regiment, who were diſtri- 
buted to the ſhips of the ſquadron that were worſt manned. 
I ſtood with the ſquadron, as per margin *, to the ſouthward all 
that night under an eaſy fail ; and in the morning, at day-light, 
found the enemy s ſhips had ſeparated in the night; their 12 line 
of battle ſhips and a frigate bearing eaſt of me, diſtant about four 


leagues, and 16 ſail of their frigates and tranſports bearing ſouth- 


weſt, diſtant about three leagues, and ſteering a direct courſe for 
Pondicherry ; on which I inſtantly made the ſignal for a general 
chace to the ſouthweſt, in order, if poſſible, to come up with and 
take their tranſports, well knowing the enemy's line of battle 
ſhips would follow to protect them all in their power. 

In the courſe of the chace, our copper. bottomed ſhips came up 
with and captured ſix fail of ſhips and veſſels, five of which were 


Engliſh, taken by the enemy, when to the northward of Madras, 


out of which I ordered the Frenchmen to be taken, and the veſ- 
fels to proceed, with their own crews, to Negapatam ; the ſixth 
was the Lauriſton, a tranfport, having on board many French 


officers, and 300 men of the regiment of Lauſanne, and laden 
with guns, ſhot, powder, and other military ſtores. This ſhip, fo 


valuable to us, and of fo much conſequence to the enemy, was 
taken by Captain Lumley of his n s ſhip Iſis. 


4 


3 Sepclbe, Exeter, 1 Hero, Worceſter, Burford, Monmouth, Eagle, 


lſis, Seahorſe, Combuſtion. 
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80 ſoon as the enemy's: ſquadron diſcovered my intention to 


cligce their tranſports, they put before the wind, and made all 


the ſail they could after me; and, by three o'clock in the after- 
noon, four of their beſt ſailing line of battle ſhips were got with- 


in two or three miles of our ſternmoſt ſhips ;- and the ſhips in 


chace were very much ſpread by the enemy's ſhips they were 


chacing, ſteering different courſes, ſome to the ſouth-eaſt; others 


to the ſouth, and ſeveral to the - ſouth-weſt ; I therefore Judged 
it neceſſary to make the ſignal for the chacing ſhips to join me, 
which they all did about ſeven o'clock in. the evening; and I 
continued ſtanding to the ſouth-eaſt, under an eaſy fail, all that 
night, the ann OY in n and making many wt 


nals. 
At daylight, in the morning of the 17th, the body of the ene- 


my's ſquadron bore north by eaſt of our's, diſtant about three 
leagues, the weather very hazy, with light winds and frequent 


fqualls, of ſhort duration, from the north north eaſt, the enemy | 


crowding all the ſail they could towards our ſquadron. 

At fix in the morning, I made the ſignal for our ſquadron to 
form the line of battle a-head ; at 25 minutes paſt eight, our line a- 
head being formed with great difficulty, from the want of wind, 
and frequent intervals of calms, I made the ſignal for the lead- 
ing ſhip to make the ſame fail as the Admiral, and made fail, 


formed in the line a-head, intending to weather the enemy, that 


1 might engage them cloſely. At ten, the enemy's ſquadron 


having the advantage of the ſqualls from the north north eaſt, 
(which always reached them firſt, and in conſequence continued 


* with them), neared us 1 faſt; and I made the ſignal 
| for 


ane 
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for our line to alter the courſe two points to leeward, the enemy 
then ſteering down on the rear of our line, in an irregular double 
line a · breaſt. At half paſt noon, I made the ſignal for our ſqua- 
dron to form the line of battle a-breaſt, in order to draw the rear 
of our line cloſer to the centre, and prevent the enemy from 
breaking in on it, and attacking it when ſeparated. 

At three in the afternoon, the enemy {till puſhing on to our 
rear in a double line a-breaft, I again altered my courſe in the 
line, in order to draw our rear ſhips ſtill cloſer to the center; and 
at forty minutes after three, finding it impoſſible to avoid the 
enemy s attack, under all the diſadvantages of little or no wind 
to work our ſhips, and of being to leeward of them, I made ſig- 
nal for our ſquadron to form at once into the line of battle a- 
head. At four, the Exeter (which was the ſternmoſt ſhip in our 
rear, when formed in line of battle a-head on the larboard tack) 
not being quite cloſed to her ſecond a-head, three of the enemy's 
ſhips in their firſt line bore right down upon her, whilſt four 
more of their ſecond line, headed by the Hero, in which ſhip 
M. Suffrein had his Hag, hauled along the outſide of the firſt line 
towards our centre. 

At five minutes paſt four, the enemy 8 thine ſhips * their 
fire upon the Exeter, which was returned by her and her fecond 
 a-head. At ten minutes paſt four, I made the ſignal for battle; and 
at twelve minutes paſt, the action became general from our rear to 
our centre; the commanding ſhip of the enemy, with three others 
of their ſecond line, leading down to our centre, yet never at any 


time advancing farther than oppoſite to the Superbe, our centre 
| cui, 
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5 hip; with little or no * and ſome en rain _— ws en- 


gagement. 


_  Superbe and Exeter. 


Under welt 8 the mot 1 eight of their 
| beſt ſhips to the attack of five of our's. As the van of our line, 
conſiſting 'of the Monmouth, Eagle, Burford, and Worceſter, 
could not be brought into action without tacking on the enemy ; | 
and although the ſignal for that purpoſe was at the maſt-head 
ready for hoiſting, there was neither wind ſufficient to enable 
them to tack, nor for the'five ſhips of our centre and rear, then 
engaged with the enemy, hard preſſed, and much diſabled in 
their maſts, yards, fails, and rigging, to follow them, without an 
| almoſt certainty of ſeparating our van from our rear. » 
At fix in the afternoon a ſquall of wind, from the fouth-eat | 
took our ſhips, and paid them round head on the enemy to the 
north- eaſtward, when the engagement was renewed by our five 
ſhips, with great ſpirit and alacrity, from our ftarboard guns; 
and at twenty-five minutes paſt fix, juſt before dark, the ene- 
my's ſhips/ engaged with our 's, having viſibly ſuffered ſeverely, 
the whole of them hauled their wind, and ſtood to the north-eaſt; 
At this time the Superbe had loſt her main-yard, ſhot into two 
pieces in the ſlings, had five feet water in her hold, and continued 
for ſome time to gain on all her pumps, until feveral of the largeſt 
ſhot-holes under water were plugged up, and neither brace nor 
bow-line left ertire; and the Exeter, reduced almoſt to the ſtate 
of a wreck, had made a ſignal of diſtreſs. The other three ſhips in 
our rear, the Monarca, Iſis, and Hero, had ſuffered leſs, as the 


enemy's fire appeared plainly to be directed prizcipally againſt the | 


. | Deſerijtion 


Defeription of P54 Battle between the. F TE, 7 Brit 2 25 
drons on the coaft of Coromandel, 1 17th F ehruary I 178. 2, taken 
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IR eee HuGnrs having left Trincomale. the ziſt of 

- January 1782, came to an anchor in the road of Madras the 
Sth of February; and, the ſame day, he received advice, that a 
French ſquadron was at anchor about twenty leagues to the 
northward of that place; and all diligence being uſed in getting 
the neceſſary ſtores aboard the ſeveral ſhips, the enemy's ſqua- 
dron, on the 15th, came in fight from. the. northward; and, at 
noon, anchored about four miles without the road. In the mean 
time the men of war were placed i in the moſt advantageous pol- 
ture of defence, with ſprings on their cables, that they might 
bring their broadſides to bear more effectually on the r, 
ſhould they e to make an attack. | 


| Plate XIX. b I. | The Britiſh ſquadron at t anchor i in the cad 
of Madras, the 15th of February, at A, with ſprings o on n their 
cables, prepared to receive any attack. | 

F, The French. ſquadron come to an anchor Meni the 
morning of that day, and about four miles diſtant, without the 
ſaid road; but not finding it convenient to attack Sir EpwaRD 
Hvonzxs, as he was then fituated, they got up their anchors that 


_ fame afternoon, : and ſtood away to the ſouthward, The Britiſh | 
| 1658 * 
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ſquadron ſoon after weighed, and ſtood after them, carrying an 
eaſy ſail all the night; and, in the morning of the 16th, at day- 


light, the enemy's ſhips having ſeparated during the ine, 
- the poſitions of the different fleets lay as follows; 1 
B, The Britiſh ſquadron ſtanding to the ſouthward. 

G, The enemy's line of battle ſhips, ſuppoſed to be 12 in 


number, with one frigate, bearing eaſt from the Britiſh 1 ; 


and diſtant about four leagues. - 


— tranſports dnd Gightes; v6-Mall; deatde 8. W. 


ai en tour leagues, and making for TON” 


The Britiſh des being thus ſituated, Wert the ene- 
my's men of war and their tranſports, ſignal for a general chaſe 


to the ſouth-weſt was inſtantly made, in the hope ot taking tome 
of their tranſports, not doubting that their line of battle thips 
would follow and endeavour to protect them. In the eouile. of 
the purſuit, the copper bottomed ſhips came up with and cap- 
tured ſix of theſe apr but "Oh 1225 means he nnn 91 | 


-dron was much ſeparated. 

In the mean time, the enemy's ans lo ſoon as they: per- 
ceived the danger their fleet of tranſports were in, having put 
before the wind, ſome of their beſt ſailing: coppered ſhips had 
got. within three or four miles of the ſternmoſt of the Britiſh, 
about thzee o'clock in the afternoon; upon which, a ſignal was 


made by Sir EDWARD Hucurs: for the chaſing ſhips to join | 


the ſquadron, which they all did about ſeven o'clock in the even- 
ing, wo, afterwards, he continued all. the Following night, 
5 ſtanding 


c 
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ſtanding to the ſouth-eaſt, under an eaſy all as at C, while the 
enemy ſtill kept i in ſight, as at I, making many ſignals. 
Plate XIX. fig. 2. A, The Britiſh ſquadron, on the 17th, at 
10 o'clock forenoon, extended in a line of battle a-head, on the 
larboard tack ; at this time the ſhips i in the rear of the line were 
too far a-ſtern, particularly the Exeter, B, the eme occa- 
ſioned by the light irregular bretzes of wind. PTY 

F, The enemy having the wind more conſtant, ſteering Gern 


on the rear of our line in an — —_— line a-breaſt, and 
nearing us faſt. 


Fig. 4 The ſhip B, the Exeter, in the rear of the Britiſh, 
from the irregularity of the wind, continuing ſtill to be far ſe- 
parated ; at half an hour paſt noon, a fignal was made for the 
ſquadron to form a line of battle a-breaſt, as at A, to give an op- 
portunity for each ſhip in bearing away, particularly theſe in the 
' rear, to cloſe with the centre, as at the points C C C, which, if 
accompliſhed, would N F, the . from taking the rear 
at a diſadvantage. | | 
The enemy, F, ſtill raking on Gi the rear. At three in the 
| afternoon, the courſe of each ſhip in the line was attempted to be 
ſtill farther changed, and with the intention to draw the W in 
the rear ſtill cloſer to the centre, as from D to E. 

Plate XX. fig. 4. At 45 minutes paſt three o'clock, finding it 
impoſſible to avoid the enemy's attack, a ſignal was made for the 

Britiſh ſquadron to form at once into the line of ay a-head, as 
at A. | 


p, 
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By The Deter che ſternmoſt ſhip, not "RE been able to 


is. 


cloſe with the next ſhip a-head,— | 
G, Three of the enemy's: ſhips of their firſt line bore right 
down to attack her, while four ſhips of their ſecond line, headed 


by the Hero F, in which ſhip Monſieur Sv FFREIN had his flag, 
hauled along the outſide of theſe three ſhips which were firing £ 


on the Exeter, intending to attack our centre, the Superbe with 


— 


her ſeconds, at A. 


Plate XX. fig. 5. G, The enemy s three ing began to . on 
the Exeter at five minutes paſt four. 
B, The Exeter and her ſecond returning the fire. 


; F, The Admiral's ſhip, Monſieur SUPFREIN, with three 


others. of the enemy's ſecond line, having led down on our cen- 


tre A, the engagement commenced from our rear to centre about 


I2 minutes after four. | 

In this manner Monſieur SUFPREIN had it in his power to 
bring eight of his beſt ſhips to make an attack on five of the 
Britiſh only;—the wind at N. N. E. 


Fig. 6. At fix o'clock in the afternoon, the wind having 
changed, a ſquall from the ſouth-eaſt, as at Z, took our ſhips, 


and- paid them head round on the enemy to the north-eaſt, 


viz. from the firſt poſition A, to the poſition B; that is, from a 
larboard tack to a ſtarboard tack, when again the engagement 
was immediately begun with freſh ſpirits from the ſtarboard guns 
of our five ſhips | 


1 00 Fig. 
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Fig. 7. At twenty-five minutes paſt fix, juſt before it was 

dark, the enemy's ſhips, which had been engaged, having ſuffer- 

ed ſeverely, the whole of their ſquadron hauled their wind, and 

ſtood off to the north-eaſt, as at F; and the Britiſh ſquadron 

being on a contrary tack, ſtanding to the north-weſt, as at A, 
the two fleets were ſoon ſeparated, . 
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Lift of the Britiſh Squadron, with the kill- 
ed and wounded, in the Battle of the 17th 
February 1782. 1 


Superbe, = wee by * 11 25 
Exeter, - - — = 10 45 
Monarca, - - - - T 5 
Hero, 8 * - - 9 WI 
Worceſter, 3 - — 0 o 
Burford, - - - — o o 
Monmouth, += - = - =: 0: * 0 
Eagle, ETE—FWwW IT o 
Iſis 3 | M 3 
Seahorſe | 0 54M o 
Combuſtion - - - 9 o 
32 95 
Officers killed and wounded. 


Superbe, Captain Stevens wounded, (ſince dead), 
Lieutenants Hughes and Newcombe wounds- 
ed 


Exeter, Captain Reynolds killed. 
Lieutenant Charles Jones wounded. 


Pl 


- 
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Lift of the French Squadron now on the 
Coromandel Coaſt, and of the Land 
Forces embarked in it, and the Fran- 
Sports at the Mauritius, the 15th Decem- 
ber laft, and nw landed to join Hyder 


Ally. 
Guns, | . Men. 
1 M. D. Suffrein, 
* E: 74 2 Chef D'Eſcadre, } 625 
L'Orient, - 74 Cap. Dn Pallaire, 625 
L'Amibal, - 74 Tromelin, - 625 
Le Brilliant, 64 St Felix, 516. 
L'Ajax, - 64 Bouvet, - 516 
La Severe, - 64 Sultier, - - 516. 
Le Sphynx, G64 Duchaleau, += 516 
L'Arteſien, - 64 L' Alandrois, 516 
Le Vengeur, 64 Forbin, | 516. 
La Flamand, - 50 De Queberville 430 
Ing. Hannibal, 50 
FERIGAT ES. | 
La Purvoyeuſe, 50 Capt. Du Galle, L 400- 
La Fine, - 40 Perier de Salvert, 400 
La Bellona, - 36 Bovard, rſt Officer, 350 
La Subtile, - 22 De Reaulicy, - 140 
La Silphide, ph 18 A a FAY - 200 
La Dilligente, 8 ß,, eu 80 
FLorxs AND TRANSPORTS. 
Eauriſton, Bon Amis, Maurepas Briſon, Deux Amis, 
Fille Unique, St Anne, Duc de Tuſcany. 
| LAND Foxczs. 
Regiment D'Auſtiaſie, - - = 639 
? D'llle de France, = 8 
De Legion du Laufane, - = 3 289” - 
Volontieres De Bourbon, r 
De Regiment D' Artillerie 200 
Caffres of the Iſlands, - - - 1155 
1 GETS >. 
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Olfervotion on the BA TT LE of 5 Craft 76 Gore 
: mandel, I Tr eee . ach WEE 


8 the Britiſh 4 has . afforded ſo few examples of 
an inclination to evade or avoid battle, our object has | 
hitherto been confined to treat of the mode of attack only, not 
that of defence. On this occaſion, however, it muſt be admitted, 
that M. SUFFREIN, the commander of the ſquadron of the enemy, 


has given us ſomething new, not only by obliging SIR EDp- 
WARD HuEs to act on the defenſive, but by having, in his 
maſterly ſeamanſhip, attempted a change, and put i in practice a new 
mode of attack from the windward. He is alſo the firſt of an 
enemy, for this century at leaſt, who will be allowed the honour 
to have made an attack upon a Britiſh ſquadron. _ | 

In the courſe of this action, there will be en an bon : 
of the following particulars : | 

1. That the ſwift ſailing-veſlels of the ſquadron i in purſuit v were 
coming faſt up with, and would have cut off, the flow ſailing 
veſſels of the ſquadron endeavouring to make off. 

2. That to prevent the loſs of theſe ſlow ſailing veſſels, and to 
protect them from the enemy, SIR EDWARD HUGHEs was 
induced to abide an engagement, which otherwiſe he was inclined 


— 
* 


to have avoided. 
3. That M. SUFFREIN, by carrying down his ſquadron in two 
diviſions; ſending three of his headmoſt ſhips to force an attack 


upon two TORR! in the -rear of the Britiſh, at B, fig. 5. Plate XX. 
: bringing 
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bringing up the remainder of his ſquadron in ſupport of theſe 
three ſhips; hauling paſt them to windward, ſo as to attack, 
and confine himſelf to the attack of the Britiſh centre, the Su- 
perbe and her ſeconds has put in practice a new mode: and it is 
alſo an illuſtration of that mode, which we have formerly demon- 
ſtrated and endeavoured to recommend. | 
Though the full effect of this admirable diſpoſition of attack — 
made by M. SUFFREIN, was in the end prevented by the Britiſh 
ſquadron being brought round on the ſtarboard tack, and thereby 
enabled to get all its ſhips into action by the change the wind 
made; yet nothing but a conſciouſneſs of inferiority ſomehow in 


his ſeamen: can excuſe M. SU FFREIN, or account for the retreat 


BE made, or why he drew off his ſuperior number of ſhips, 
after once having had the merit of bringing up his ſquadron to 
ſo maſterly and advantageous an attack, where in one place he 
had three ſhips oppoſed to one; and, in another place, had 
brought five ſhips againſt three; aha after having had the additi- 
onal advantage, when the Dritih thips might have been much 
Hurt by his raking fire, while they were forced, with their heads. 
round, by the change the wind made in the heat of action. 


> We3s 381414 4.6] | 1 
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Six EDwARD Hvchxs's Engagement in the Eaſt 
Indies with M. Surrey, the 12th April 1782. 


Extra# of a Letter from Six EDYARD Hucnzs to My STEprans, 
dated on board the Superbe in Trincomale Bay, 10th May 1782. 


N my laſt, I mentioned the junction of his Majeſty ſhips Sul- 
tan and Magnanime with the ſquadron on the zoth of March; | 

both ſhips were then very fickly and much reduced by the ſcur- 
vy; but as I had on board the ſquadron a reinforcement of troops. 
for this garriſon, and a quantity of military ſtores, I judged it 
moſt for the public ſervice, eſpecially as I knew the enemy's 
ſquadron was to the ſouthward, not to return to Madras to land 
the ſick and ſcorbutic of theſe two ſhips, but to proceed directly 
for Trincomalé, and there to land the reinforcement and military 
ſtores, as well as the ſick of the Sultan and Magnanime, without 
either ſeeking or ſhunning the enemy. 

In purſuance of this reſolution, I ſtood with the ſquadron to 
the ſouthward; and, on the 6th of April, fell in with a French 
ſhip, laſt from Mauritius, having on board diſpatches from France 
for their Commanders in Chief by ſea and land : This ſhip was 
chaſed on ſhore, and burnt near Tranquebar, the officers and men 
eſcaping with the diſpatches. / 


On the 8th, about e I came 3 in Geht of the enemy” 8 ſqua- 
dron, 
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dron, conſiſting of 18 ail, in the N. E. quarter; and continued 
my courſe for this place, on the gth, roth, and 11th, the enemy 
- till in fight; on the 11th, having made the coaſt of Ceylon, about 
155 leagues to windward of Trincomale, I bore away for that 

place. On the 12th, at day-light, the poſition of the enemy's 
{quadron being altered by my bearing away, ſo as to give them 
the wind of our's, I diſcovered them crowding all the ſail they 
could ſet after us; and their copper bottomed ſhips coming faſt 
up with the ſhips 1 in our rear, I Dares determined to engage 
them, „ e 

At nine in his S I KIN the „ for he ſkips i in 
our ſquadron to form tlie line of battle a-head on the ſtarboard 
tack, at two cables length diſtance from each other, the enemy 
then bearing N. by E. diſtant about ſix miles, and the wind at 
N. by E. they continued manoeuvering their ſhips, and chang- | 
ing their poſitions in their line, till fifteen minutes paſt noon, 
when they bore away to engage us; five ſail of their van ſtretch- 
ing along to engage the ſhips of our van, and the other ſeven 
ſail ſteering directly on our centre ſhips, the Superbe, the Mon- 
mouth her ſecond a-head, and the Monarca her ſecond a- ſtern. | 

At half paſt one, the engagement began in the van of both 
ſquadrons; three minutes after I made the fignal for battle. The 
French Admiral, in the Hero, and his ſecond a- ſtern, the L'Ori- 
ent, bore down on the Superbe within piſtol ſhot. The Hero con- 
tinued her poſition, giving and receiving a ſevere fire for nine 
minutes ; and then ſtood on, greatly damaged, to attack the Mon- 
mouth, at that time engaged with another of the enemy's ſhips, 
making room for the ſhips in his rear to come up to the attack 
. | | of 


1 


9 % 
1 
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of our r where, the engagement wras Hotteſt, At ow, OY 
Monmouth had her mizen-waſt ſhot. away, and, i in a few. mi- 
mutes after, her main-maſt, and bore gut of the line to lee ward. 
At forty minutes paſt three, the. wind une spectediy continuing 
far northerly, without any ſea breeze, and being careful not to 
entangle our ſhips with the ſhore, L made. the ſignal f for the Man- 
dron to wear, and haul their wind in a line of battle, ahead, on 
the larboard tack, ſtill engaging the enemy. At forty, 1 minutes 
paſt five, being in fifteen fathom: water, and apprehenſive leaſt the. 
Monmquth might, in her diſabled ſtate, drift t too near the ſhore, 
I. made the ſignal, for the ſquadron to prepare to anchor. At 
forty 1 minutes paſt ſix, the enemy's ſquadron. drew off; in great 
diſorder to the eaſtward, and the engagement ceaſed; their Ad- 
miral having ſhifted his gag! from the Hero to the French Ha- 
nibal,. on account of the Hero's diſabled ſtate; and ſoon after 1 
guchored with the ſquadron, the Superbe eloſe to the Mon- 
mouth, i in arder to [ air ur damages, which, an hoard the Su- 
perbe and Monmouth, were very grep in the hulls, maſts, fails. 
and. rigging; and almoſt all the ſhips had ſuffered FOR asg 
in their maſts, fails, and rigging... „ a op 5 
Much about this' time, the F reneh frigate. La Fine, 1 
dered, 1 ſuppoſe, to tow and aſſiſtt their diſabled. hip the Hero, 
fell on board his Majeſty 8 ſhip the Iſis, and had actually ſtruck 
his colours to her; but taking advantage of the darkneſs of the 
night, and the ſtate the 16s, Was in, juſt, come. out of action, 
in Which we had. a number of men killed and wounged, and 


otherwiſe i ill manned, the e got clear of or Iſis and d eſcaped. 
. 7:3} 34 An 


refitted the Monmouth in the beſt manner our ſituation would 
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An account of the officers and men killed and wounded, a”: — 
board the ſeveral ſhips of the ſquadron, i is herewith incloſed. I : ER” Do. 

On the morning of the 13th, at day light, I ſound the ehe- II ns = 
m 8 ſquadron had anchored about five miles without us, in 1 
much 9 and WEI e Tat - had __ W eoorer : "26 6s; 
| | Both iadions were buſily e in repairing W 
drawing into order for defence, the enemy ſeeming to apprehend e 
an attack from us; and 1 myſelf uncertain if they would not re- 
new the engagement i in order to get hold of the Monmouth. 

In theſe ſituations, both ſquadrons continued at anchor till the 
19th, in the morning, when'the enemy's got- under fail with the 
land wind, and ſtood out to ſea cloſe hauled; and at noon tack- 
ed with the ſea breeze, and ſtood in for the body of our ſqua- : 
dron, as if with intent to attack ; but after coming within two | 
miles of us, finding us prepared to receive them, they again 85 EE | 2 . 2 
tacked; and ſtood to the eaſtward. by the wind; and 1 have not + he i 
fince been able to learn certainly where chey are gone. 3 FFF 0 


admit, with jur y, main, and mizen maſts, I failed with his Ma- 5 
jeſty's ſquadron for this place on the 22d, and anchored here 1 in 
the evening of the ſame day, immediately landing the reinforce- | | 
ment and military ſtores deftined for the 1 ond the lick * 

and wounded. __ 

In this ſituation of the W and 3 its men, I thought 3 it «beſt, 

for his Majeſty's ſervice, to remain at anchor here, and to ſet 

About the W of the hea _ and rigging of al — 
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chips, while the ſick en joy every benefit of freſh meat, vege- 
tables, and wine, on ſhore for their recovery. 
L have the ſatisfaction to inform their Lordſkips, u that 1: ſhall 
5 * able to re-maſt the Monmouth by 1 the end of this month, ._—* 
| from the ſpare ſtores on board of the ſeveral ſhips; and that the 


damage they ſuſtained in the laſt” engagement will be EP _— DEE 
5 eee es e ee eee eee . | 
. SFr; FIN : . me Fe 0-40 bY 5240 e e ni 
> x \ 5 | . 


* i the Officers and” men Killed and 3 on hes the- 
ee ſhips 4 the Brit 20 ee, Be 2 0 as 


DEN 2 | 5 Kili. . ande. Total. 
” 7 yy * * 5 K f 4 N f ; 9 * * 
Super 3 — 82 N 5 — f | EA g * fs I oo 4 
| bez p . 85 — ; | _ 885 59 "% 94 N | 55 
S tf + $7 Te a FOGULat eo 5 aft 1 uh. 
Magnanime, if 1 9 = vs 5 - * zl — 14 — = : | 97 8 5 = TI [ 7 1 
ee Fs Ho Wks Lt P9T pou 1 ooo Me. 
- Monarca, — 8 KK 
. . — e ee 
Vorceſler, 5 — 
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. ; LT e Among the killed were the flloming o. 
—_ Superbe, two Lieutenants—Maſter. oo % n ot 

Monaloathy ebe Lieatdnant of üs. | 
| "Worceſter, ane Lieutenant. 7 r 5 
; Burford, one Lieutenani of Marincy—pames not ment 5. „ 
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Deſeription of the BATTLE mY CrvLon the dach 
En of April 1782. 1 


0 
* «> FO 


The F 5 apa, conf ing of b Ships at cars, 
Commanded by M. SurTEEIxV.— The britiſh Squadron, confit- 
ing of eleven Ships and F rigates, . 1 STR Ep, ARD 

| HUGHES: 


© F * > 


— 
= i i * 


0 — 


IR EpwaRDů Hocnrs, in his letter of the roth May, ac- 


9 quaints us, that while he was on his way down the coaſt of 
Coromandel, from the northward to Trincomale Bay, he came 
in ſight of the enemy's ſquadron, conſiſting of 18 fail, in the 
north- eaſt quarter, about noon, on the 8th of April: That he 
continued his courſe ; but the enemy following, kept in fight of _ 
kim during the gth, roth, and 11th; and having made the coaſt 
of the iſland of Ceylon on the 11th, about 1 5 leagues off Wire 
comale, he bore away for that placmee. 
On the morning of the 12th of April, at ps: perceiving 
that the enemy. had got the wind of his ſquadron, by reaſon of 
his bearing away during the night ; - and. perceiving alſo that, by 
crowding every ſail, their copper bottomed ſhips were coming 


faſt up with the fhips in his rear, he therefore came 25 25 reſo- 


lution to wait for and engage him. FE hep 5 
At nine in the forenoon, a ſignal, was: -_ * che Britiſh : 


5 en to form.t the 1 of battle Thead, on ans en tack, 


4 


o 
2 0 4 nf bt zun 


- 


— 


1 < 
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at two cables length diſtance from each other ; the enemy is 
directly to windward, diſtant about fix 995 and the wind N. | 


* 
i 


The enemy continued manoeuvering their 9 and 1 


ing their poſitions in the line, till fifteen minutes paſt noon, - 1 


when they bore away to engage us; hve fail of their van ſtretch- 
ing along to engage the ſhips of our van, while the other ſeren 
ail ſteered e on the e ſhips of our centre. 


* 


Plate XXI. fig. I. Wy The Bririſh ſquadron « on the larboard 


tack, formed in line of battle a-head, at two cables, aſunder. 


F, The enemy right to windward, bearing N. by i E. diſtant 
fix e by: crowding fail faft comm on; * 13 


. n. The van of the Britiſh, Gelee of four ip, 


As The centre, conſiſting of three ſhips. - . 
C, The rear, conſiſting of four ſhips. „„ oY ets NO 
G, The van of the enemy, conſiffing of five hive, | 
along to engage the four hips in the van of the Britiſh. 
F, The French Admiral, with the other ſeven ſhips of "og 


line, ſteering directiy on to the centre of the Britiſh, conſiſting 


of the Superbe and her two ſeconds, viz, the Monmouth orga 
and the e tern. : 


Fig. 2. F, The French Admiral in the © Hers with the 1.04. 


ent, his ſecond a-ſtern, bearing to attack. the Superbe.” "A is 5 fard 


he Hero came within REY Hot. 


* 
6 * 


2 
* 
5 ; 
«4 . 
- * 
/ 
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sin E. HUGHES'S' ENGAGEMENT. 37 
a ej H H, The other for ſhips 1 1 the FRO are the Hero | 


in the attack of the center. min o sib 

A, The Britiſh Admiral, in the e OG ho fad of 
the Hero, within piſtol ſhot; as it is dick nd 90 0 

B, The four ſhips in the van of the Britiſh aeg x the at- 
tack from the five ſail of the eneñ. 3 
C, The four ſhips in the rear of the Britiſh * den not to 
have been much engaged. De off {ig 
G, The five ſhips in the van of the he 7 atucking the 


Moe Tice FEY 0 


van. 
Donn „oer 

Plate XXII. Fig. 4. F, SUFFREIN in the _ after having been 

greatly damaged by the fire of the Britiſh Admiral, A, ſtobd on 

to the attack of the Monmouth, E, who was engaged with 

aviother of the ſeven ſhips; making room at 'the ſame" time for 

other of the ſhips in his rear to get up in Tuceeffion to the at- 

tack of the center, and where it is ad che 1 Was the 

ä hotteſt. 2 185 N 8 

1 85 | % , The 1 about three o'clock Falling dut of the 

line after having loft her mizen-maſt and her main-maſt, | 

- . = B, The four ſhips in the van Span the" attack from the 

five ſhips of the On | 1 

65 Fig. F. At y minutes paſt five the win npeltedty con- 

a tinuing far northerly, without any proſpect of a ſea- breeze, and 
careful therefore not to entangle our hips with the ſhore of Cey- 
Ion, SIR EDwARD HuGnes made ſignal for the ſquadron to 
wear and haul their wind in a line of battle a-head on the lar- 
board tack, the engagement continuing all the while. 

P | At 
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At forty minutes paſt five, being in fifteen fathoms water; and 
apprehenſive leaſt the Monmouth, in the diſabled ſtate ſhe was, 
might drift too near the- ſhore, the ſignal was made "Yor the 
ſquadron to prepare to come to an anchor. 

At forty minutes paſt fix, the enemy's ſquadron drawing off to 
the eaſtward in great diſorder, the engagement ceaſed. M. SUF- 
FREIN, on account of the diſabled ſtate of the Hero, ſhifting his 
flag from that ſhip to the French Hannibal. 3:1 

A, The ſhips of the Britiſh ſquadron in the act of ee 
and while expoſed to a raking fire from the enemy, after having 
quitted their ſtarboard poſition, B B B. | 

F, The enemy's ſquadron. 

W, The wind at north. 


f 
f 


Fig. 6. The Britiſh ſhips having wore and withdrawn to lee- 
ward, in manner like the ſyſtem of defence already obſerved to 
have often been practiſed by the enemy, are now with their 
heads to the eaſt at A, when the action was renewed from the 
larboard guns, and continued above an hour ; but the apprehen- 
ſion of the Monmouth's getting a-ſhore ſtill continuing, the ſig- 
nal was made for the ſquadron to come to an anchor. 

F, The French Admiral not chuſing to renew an attack, which, 
according to the above mentioned ſyſtem, might have been at- 

| tended at this time with much loſs, drew off his ſhips in great 
diſorder to the eaſtward, after having quitted their ſtarboard poſi- 
tion, G G; but whether this was effected by wearing or tacking 
| the fquadron, is not mentioned. 


Remarkable 


Sin CT" — — 59 


Kaner lab Particulars of the B 4 T TE E of Ceylon, | 


12th API, I 782. 


SW 1 


HA it was on theſame day in which LORD RoDNEy fought 


and beat COUNT DE GRASSE, in the battle between Do- 


minica and Guadaloupe, in the Weſt _—_— ths oppoſe quarter 
of the globe. | Ot een 4 
That the protection of his ſlow ſailing veſſels,” who were in 
danger of being overtaken by the ſwift ſailing veſſels of an enemy, 
who had been in purſuit of his ſquadron for four days, was the 
reaſon which induced Six EDwaRD HuGuEs to abide an en- 
gagement which otherwiſe (in this caſe as well as in his former 
battle), he was inclined to have avoided ; and it ſufficiently illuſ- 
trates the difficulty and danger, not to ſay impracticability, of a 
fleet making off to leeward, as has been before demonſtrated. 
M. SUFFREIN not having had the hoped for ſucceſs in the at- 
tack upon the rear of the Britiſh ſquadron the 17th February, his 
attempt upon the van, equally well concerted on this occaſion, 
evidently proves him to be an officer of genius and great enter- 


priſe. | 
If M. SUrFREIN had wind enough firſt to bring down the. van 


of his fleet to the attack of the Britiſh, and afterwards to bring 
up the rear diviſion to ſupport it, even within piſtol ſhot of the 
Britiſh centre; and if the ſhips in the Britiſh rear could not in 


time get up to a a crippled enemy; this the more particularly 
illuſtrates 


£ " © 
0 4 
4 © 4 
i * » 
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illuſtrates the propriety and practicability of bringing up and 
directing the whole, or any part of a force againſt a ſmaller 
part of the force of an enemy; and that the effect ought to have 
I nn. in battles at ſea, as well as in battles at 
land. f 
But at the ſame time that it proves the above, it alſo proves 
this, that though the Britiſh ſquadron was at firſt inclined to avoid 
"battle, yet thoſe ſhips which were attacked, being once engaged, 
ſhewed no inclination to quit the field to a ſuperior force, or 
to give room to the freſh ſhips a-ſtern even though wy could 
have got up to their aſſiſtance. | 
The apprehenſion of the danger of a Kia, though it may 
excuſe SIR EDWARD for wearing with his ſquadron while un- 
der the attack, and in the face of the enemy, as in fig. 5; and- 
though he renewed the action on the contrary tack, as in fig. 6. 
yet the enemy may ſay, (as many Britiſh commanders on the 
like occaſion have ſaid of the enemy), that Sir EDWARD was beat, 
as his fleet had been compleatly driven out of their firſt line. 
To which it will be anſwered : If Six EDwaRrD, from the im- 
pending danger of a lee-ſhore *, was forced to this manoeuvre of 
wearing, he did thereby renew his line of battle in ſtrong poſition 
toleeward, and in the ſelf- ſame manner which the French fleets have 
done on every former occaſion, whenever they have been attacked 
from the windward ; and, as it was in M. SurrREITx's option, and 
he did not think it fit to come down, and renew the action, it may 
be admitted that this may be called a drawn battle ; but in another 
view, if it is conſidered that the Britiſh ſquadron came to an 


| ; anchor 
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anchor on the ſpot, that they kept poſſeſſion of the field of 
battle, and that M. SUFFREIN fairly drew off his ſhips, by the 
laws of war, the victory ſhould be adjudged to Sir Ep- 
ward HUGHES, the Britiſh Admiral. Again, to return to 
M. SUFFREIN'S firſt battle, that of the 17th February: 
By the Britiſh ſquadron putting about their ſhips' heads to the 
enemy, and thereby forcing him to go off when he might have 
continued the engagement ; the victory, therefore, on this o- 
caſion, alſo ought to be determined for the Britiſh ſquadron. - 

In conſidering the power of cannon ſhot, and bringing to our 
recollection the little effect ſometimes of a cannonade, after hav- 
ing been kept up for above three hours, we cannot help remark- 
ing on this occaſion, the cannonade of nine minute's duration on- 
ly, which ſo much diſabled the Hero, M. Suffrein's ſhip. Her 
opponent, the Superbe, the Britiſh Admiral, during the engage- 
ment, had 59 men killed, and 96 wounded, and the mene 
her ſecond, 45 men killed, and 102wounded. | | 
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Battle off Ceylon 22% April 170. 
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